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READ TR 


H Aving a defign to publiſh a few Diſſertations, concern- 


ing ſome Opinions, that have in the late Times been 

ventilated among? us ; T ſhall briefly (hew to what 
Subjedts they have relation: of long Preface being no ways _ 
congruous to a ſhort Treatiſe. 

This Firſt u meerly Hiſtorical, referring to the Times of 
the Old Teſtament concerning the Antiquity of Temples. _ 
Of which Subjeft, many Authors have ſpoken by the by ; but * 
mn ſearce any induſtriouſly and fully. Hoſpinian indeed bath ſaid 
ſomething thereof ; but ſo little, and ſuperficially, in compa- 

riſon of his copioug. handling other matters, that 'tis next to 
othing for ſatisfattion therein. And none in our own Lan-- 
guage, that I have ſeen at leaſt, hath treated of thu Arga- 
ment. There is one R. T. that publiſhed a ſmall Tra in 
12% A.D. 1638. de Templis; wherein he diſcourſes of the 
ancient Manner of building, conſecrating, and adorning of 
Chirches, according to the Mode of thoſe times, but nothing 
of their Antiquity. Concerning which, T have from facred 
and prophane Hiſtories, ſaid what I think ſufficient for this 
preliminary Diſſertation. ; | 

The Second hath reference to the Times of the Goſpel, con- 
cerninzg Artificial-Churches ; wherein the common Opinion of 
Proteſtants s defended. That the Primitive Chri(tians nes- 
ther built, nor had any publick ſeparate Places, appropriate 
for the publick Worſhip of. God, for above Two hundred 
Tears after our Bleſſed Saviour's Aſcenſion ; but only ſuch 
private Places of reſort, - as were moſt convenient, ana ſecure 
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To the READER. 

- in thoſe Times of Perſecution. Which is alſo the Opinion of- 
the Ancient Fathers, and Hiſtorians generally, as (hall in 
due place be manifeſted. In after Ages, when Superſtition - 

. and Popery prevailed, ſeveral Authors, the better to main- 
tain the Holineſs of Churches, began to aſſert, That from the 
beginning 'Chriflians had publick Places, dedicated and con- 
fecrated. to their worſhipping God; although, both then and. 
ever. fince, all of this Opinion acknowledg, thoſe Edifices were 

nothing fo large, or flately, as the Temples of the Heathens, 
or the Churches of Chriſtians, in and after Conſtantine's 
time, when Chriſtianity was generally embraced. But I hope 

4 'S to make it apparent, that this Salvo will not ſerve their 
tern, nor all the Arguments that Bellarmine and. Baronius 

have brought ; which fome Learned Proteſtants of our Na- 

then bave made uſe of, more eſpecially Fuller ins Miſcella- 

zies, and Mede after him, (though he mentions him not) who 

hath a large Diſcourſe on this $ batt yet not ſufficient to ſup- 

ors their Opinion. TSR | 

A Third Differtation concerns the Holineſs of Churches, 

Which not only the Papiſts, but many good Proteſtants alſo 

contend for. Although our Savioar hath taken away all Djs 

ftinflion of Places under the Goſpel ; as Dr, Sherlock in his 

Diſſwaſive trom Popery, c. 4. hath ſufficiently. proved. The 

\ -m297w F£9 35, 0r chief ground of their Miſtake , in reſem- 

Bling our Churches, to the Temple, which have only Confor- 

mity to the Jewiſh Synagogues, as many Learned Men have 

ſhewn. For there was but one Temple for all the 12. Tribes, 

and none entred into it but the Prieſts, and the High-Prieſt 

onceea Tear inio the Holy of Holies, on the day of Expiation ; 

the People aſſembling only in the outward Courts : Whereas 

the Synagogues were for all the People's meeting therein, for 

the Moral Worſhip of God, on ſuch times as he had ordained. 

And as God's ſpecial Manifeſtation of himſelf, in any place, 

intitles it to a relative Holineſs for the time, Exod. 3.5. 
Joft. 5. £5. Ads. 7. 33. ard 2 Petcr 1, -- 18. ſo by hs 
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To the READER. | | 
more eſpecial Refidence in the Tabernacle and Temple, they 
became holy, Exo9. qo. 9, 10, 11. and being typical of our 
Zleſſed Saviour, hallowed the Service of his People, as he 
tells us, Matth. 23.17, 19, 20,21. But where read we of 
God's dwelling in the-Synagogues, or Chriſtian Churches, more 
than is other places where, he is worſhipped * only of tis gra- 
cious Preſence with his own Ordinances, which hallow the 
Place for the time, not the Place them, For rven the Ele- 
nents of the Sacraments, conſecrated by Chrift's Appointment, 
* Bavwe no other relative Holineſs, but in their Sacramental 
wſe. And the Church of England in ſome caſes, admits their 
Adminiſtration in private Houſes, making no doubt of God's - 
Acceptance thereof there, as well as in the publeck Churches. 

The laſt Task will be touching Prieſts and Altars : Shew- 
ing that theſe properly belong only to the Jewiſh, and not 
otherwiſe than improperly to the Chriſtian Relegion; the 
former being never aſed otherwiſe in the New Teſtament, and 
the latter *only once for our Saviour. And that moſt of 
rhe Aitegations from  Amrmuity for their uſe,” are either 
from ſuppofititious Authors, or ſuch as fall ſhort of proving, 
that for which they are alledged, 
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DISSER- 


DISSERTATION -1L. 


Of the Antiquity of Temples ; and whether there 
were any before the Sanfuary. 

T is requiſite to ſpeak ſomething of Temples in general, 
before we proceed to treat of their Antiquity. Itis need- 
lef6 to infilt on the Erymology of the word, or the Sy- 
nonima's thereof, their general Parts or Utenſil; which 

may be ſecn in many Philologers, and even in Engliſh in the 
large Hiſtorical Dictionary newly publiſhed. It is enough to 
my pu'poſe, that they were Places buile for Publick Worſhip. 
Concernirg which , the Learned Antiquary Lilizs Giraldus 
( whoſe Works are lately printed at Leyden) in his Hiftory of 
the Gods, Syniagm. 17. faith, Zenon dogrns fuit Templa Deorum 
now edificands. It was Zens's Opinion, that Temples ought not 
to be built nnto the Gods. And diſlikes that of Clemens Alex- 
endrinzs, in his Admonition to the Gentiles, Superffitio Templa - 
 condere perſuaſit. Que enim pris bominuns Sepulchra fucrunt, mag- 
rrficentins condits, Templorum appellatione vocata ſunt. Superltiti- 
on perſuaded tro build Temples. For thoſe Structures , which 
were before Sepulchres,: being after magnificently built, were 
called Temples. But approves the Abbot of Cluny's opinion, 
who writing againft the Perrobufians ( whom Morney accounts 
pood Chriſtians, even the ſame with the Faldenfiens ) imputes 
It is an errour in them dicunt , Bafilicas vel Altaria fieri non 
debere, &c. 10 affirm rn opens and Altars Go be 
made. But the Maſs being the chief uſe of their Temples in 
thoſe times {as Belarm. de cultu Sanf.1.3.c. 4) in this regard 
they might well be oppoſed ; for that they dznied the lawful- 
ks hr Edifices, for the folemn Worſhip of God , is no- way 
credible. The firſt Founder of Temples Clem. Alexandr. in's 
Admonition to the Geatiles, p. 28. Gr. Lat. conceives to have 
-bzen Phoronews, or AMerops. And bo alſo Araihids 16." Vafroan's 


! 


21 ths "En > 
PR, ado ae 


C29 
Admiranda, eAacus the Son of Fupiter. And Lafantias, Divin. 
In#is. 1. 2- 6:-+6.-13ith the firſt Temple was erected. in the days 
of. Jupiter... Job. Leo Baptifta,.in's Book of ArchiteRure, thinks 
Fann's Temple the firſt. Bur the ſame Clemens Strom |. 5. wri- 
"ting of 24oſcs, faich, He ſuffered not Altars and Templesto be 
erected in many phces, having buile one Temple ( he means 
the SanQuary ) did hereby declare unto all, that there was but 
one World and one God-;; alledging 1/aiah 66. 1. and Ads 17.48. 
and commending Zeno for ſaying, in's Book of the Common- 
wealth, non oportere Templa facere, nec ſimulacra; that Temples and 
Images ought not co be made. For a Temple is not of any 
great price, nor an. holy ching, being it is the Work cf Artift- 
cers.- And in his Seventh Book diſtinguiſheth of 7 ize3y, com- 
monly rendred a Temple, which he takes for that which is cru- 
ly holy ; and this he faith is twofold ; God himſelf , and that 
which is built in honour of him; and this with him is the 
Church ; which he calls the Church of God, not made with 
hands, but made the Temple of God, by the will of God. Non 
enim nunc locum, ſed elefforum congregationem appeſio Eccleſiam. For 
I do not now call the place, but the Congregation of God's - 
choſen ones the Church. Origen alfo againſt Celſw 1. 8. p. 390, 
391. profeſleth, Chriſtians beware of building liveleſs and dead 
Temples to the giver of all Liſe. *Ex]p:nuba, &c. which he 
ſpeaks to depreciate thoſe Works of men, that men might not 
think God is honoured by fach things, which for the matter of 
them are common, and for the figure and ſhape, the works of 
mens hands. As alfo to refute the Heathens, who thought God 
was more honoured, and better ſerved in ſuch Temples ,, than 
in the poor Conventicles, and Oratories of Chriſtians ; and was ' 
m a more eſpecial manner preſent in ſuch Temples, then in o- 
ther places. For we know that now under the Goſpel, God 
hath determined his Worſhip to no place, any more than: be- 
fore the Flood, or the days of the Patriarchs before Moſes. 
"Who by God's appointment made the SanQuary, which yer 
was not confined to any place ; but portable, and moveable to 
and fro for 400 years ; till the Temple was built, in a place 
appointed by God, to which all Sacrifices acceptable, were 
to be brought, and there offered upon his Altar: And. this 
was done, as Athanaſius Epiit. ad Ora; contra Arrianos, and 
Auſtin in Pſal. 64. for a figure of Chriſt's Body which was to 
come ; ahd. when that-Truth ſignified, began evidently « be 
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preached, the Shadow was deſtroyed. /:S0 Arvobine 1; 6. fait! 
We mult not think, that God is delighted.in Temples, 'becau 
built of Marble, and gloriouſly ſer forth with Gold * to over- 
throw the opinion of the Heathens,who profeſled,.that if their 
Gods were prayed unto, ſub axe nude 5 & ſub ethereo regimine , 
nibil audiunt, under the cope of Heaven, and 'in the open Air, 
they would not hear. And Ladantius, Div. Init. 1. 6.6.25. Non 
Temipla illi congeſtis mm altitudinem ſaxis extruends [ant , in ſus cuique 
conſecrandus e# peFore : Temples are not to be built unto himof 
Stones laid one upon another to a great height, every one ought 
to conſecrate him in his own heart. Not that cheſe Ancients 
thought it unlawful, for Chriſtians co have Temples :-but in 
oppoſition to the Heathens opinion, That God accepted of no 
Worſhip, but that performed in Temples made with hands ; and 
that the more coltly they were, the better he was pleaſed: as 
, Laftant.'l. 2. c. 6. Nec ulim religionem phtant,ubi illa non fulſerint : 
They think there's no Religion where theſe are not ſhining ; 
;. e, with Gold, precious. Stones , Ivory, &c. . Ttaque ſub obten- 
tu Deorum avaritia & cupiditas colitur, credunt enim Deos amare, 
quicquid ipſt concupiſcunt. Under colour of Divine Worſhip,co- 
vetouſneſs is worſhipped. For'they thiak the Gods love, what- 
ſoever they are inlove withal. 

Euſebizxs in like manner, in's Evangelical Preparation /.r. c.9. 
ſhews, That men in moſt ancient times, took no- care or pains 
about building Temples. And that the ficſt builders of them, 
were Heathens, with the occaſion thereof. And in very truth, 
we have not the leaſt colour of Evidence, for any built before 
the Flood : tho' we read how God was ſerved from the firſt 
by Sacrifice, in the ſtory of Cain and 4bz/ ; and was worſhip. 
ped, no doubt, by the holy Patriarchs. For tho' a degenerate 
condition increaſed, amongſt the Poſterity of Cainz yet 4Jdam 
and Eve, after the promiſe of Grace, continued in_the ſame 
gracious courſe, with others of their Off-fpring, who followed 
their Inſtitution and Religion, eſpecially in the race of Serb. 
And in his days, eſpecially about the: birth of his Son Enoch; 
for the Scripture teltities that, them men began to call upon. the 
name of the Lord. And near unto the Flood, we'read of a di- 
ſtin&tion, between the Sons of God, and the Daughters of 
Men : tho' afterwards this came to b2 exceedingly confound- 
ed, which ended in a natural Confuſion of them all, through 
God's juſt judgment. - After the Flaod 400 years g Abrarn by - 
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Divine 'admonition left his own Conntry,and game into Conan; 
where he and his Poſterity liv'd long in Tents, like Strangers; 
and ereted Altars, where God appeared to them, and - 
worſhipped him in the open Air. And L6. 3: c. 13. the ſame 
Evuſebius (aith, That it becomes wile men , wich open face to 
preach unto all, rhat they do not reverence thoſe things which are 
ſeen with bodily eyes : but him alone whom no man ſeeth., eventhe 
Arcbite& and Maker of all, with much more to that purpoſe, and 
that we ſhould not think, to worſhip the Divine Power, with build- 
ing of Temples. And accordingly, in his firſt Book of Evange- 
lical Demonſtration, p. 18. Greco-Lat. To them who thought 
that God ought to be worſhipped only at Hieraſalem, or on 
certain Hills, and in definite places, our Saviour for good cauſe 
anſwered, The hour cometh, and now &«, 8c. Fohn 4.23,24. And 
adds, that now in theſe times of Grace, we are brought tothe 
ſime manner of Worſhip, which was among the Patriarchs be- 
| Fore Moſes, which he calls eadems benedi&#:o,” like that of Gal. 3. 

14. Andp. 23. introduceth the Lord Chrift ſpeaking, The 
Iaw of Moſes commanded men to go out of all other places, 
to a Certain definite place of the World,there to worſhip God : 
But I command you, not to ſeek God out in any certain cor- 
ner of the World, nor in Hills, nor 'in Temples made with 
hands: but giving all men liberty from ſuch reſtraine, I- com- 
mand every one to worſhip, and adore God, at his own houſe 
and home. Not that he held it unlawful to worſhip God in 
material Temples ; but only to ſhew, that now there is no ſuch 
neceflity, as ties men to the Service of God in Tempfes, as if 
he were better ſerved there than in other places. Like as Auſtin 
Tom. 6. contra Serm. Arrian. cui Templum non facimus, ſed nos iſe. 
ſumms ; not as if no Temples were made by them, or ought to 
be ; but in effe&, That wenot only make a Temple, bur are 
his Temples. As Xixrus Biſhop of- Rome and Martyr ſaid, Tem- 
plum ſantfum eff Deo-mens pura, a pure Mind-is a Temple holy 
unto God : This ſantifies all places , and the Prayers ſent up 
* unto him in ſuch a Temple, is always accepted of him: And 
how little Confecrated places were inſiſted on, in Con/tantine's 
ti when Chriſtianity was ſet up-and countenanced by. Au- 
| thor? , may be ſeen in Arbanaftar's: Apology for his preaching 

in fac at Alexandria, as was neither finiſhed nor conſecrated ; al- 
ledging Alexander his Predeceſlor for doing the like; and others - 
at Triers and Aquiken. - We ſhall now proceed to enquire further 
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__ The Antiquity of Temples. 
Whether there were any before the Sanftuary made by Moſes. . 


E read in the Old Teſtament, of -Altars. very early. 
V and frequently, without any Temples. Implyed in 
' Cain and Abels Offerings-unto the. Lord, Gen: 4. .expreſt, of 
Neab's building an Altar unto the Lord, Gen.8.20. ſo Abraham, . 
Gen. 12. 7. Iſaac, Gen. 26.25, and Facob at Bethel,- Gen. 35. 7. _ 
Elias likewiſe in his Contention with the Prieſts of Baal, 1 Kings. 
18, 32. And in the New Teſtament, of- the Heathens Alcar- 
at Arbens, Ads 17. 23. (the Story whereof is related by Dog. 
Laertiws in the Life of Epimenides, and LT. Vives on Auſtin de - 
C. D. 1. 7.-c..17. and others) And Walafrides Strabo Writes, That 
at firſt both the Worſhippers of God, and of the Devil, per- -- 
formed, their Service in the open Air : but when they be- 
gan to make Idols, then, and not till then, and upon that oc- 
calion, they began to build Temples. I ſhall not trouble the - 
Rad a multitude of Authours, that have written of the - 
Original and Progreſs of Idolatry. I thihk Myrcerw judgeth 
right, that there was none betore the Flood: And though 
fome Rabbins I know, and alſo Teriulian thought, there were: 
Idols and Idolatry in the old World ; yet Cyril /. 3. againſt Fu- - 
lian, and-Epiphanius in's Panarium, with many others, the con- 
trary.. And that the Sin of thoſe days, which provoked God 
to drown the World, was Irreligiouſneſs and Prophaneneſs, ra-. 
ther than Superitition and .Idolatry. For the cauſe of the - 
Flood is mentioned in general, that all Fleſh had corrupted : 
their ways. It was very general,” and therefore the. Lord re- 
ſalved to corrupt the Earth.. In Enoch's days, it ſeems. by. his . 
Propheſie mentioned by Fude, that prophane Perſons did'f(pite- . 
fully ſpeak, and'practile againſt: God's. Servants ; with which .. 
reproachful carriage, carnal-Men being overcame, became pro- 
phane alſo; and the good being taken away by death, there 
was.a general defetion. In ſpecial we read, that the earth was , 
Full of violence; and this increaſed upon the degenerate condi- -- 
tion of God's People. For the ſons of God ſaw the daughters of - 
Men that they were fair, and they took them Hewes 
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liked, Gen. 6. 2, which provoked the Lord-in an high degree, 
werſ. 3. And hereupon there-were Children born umo them,which were 
mighty men, and men of renz59wn., Then Carnal Security was ve- 
ry great, as our Saviour fignifteth Luke 17. 26, 27. which pro- 
ceedcd from the contempe of God's Word; and aiſo of his Pa- 
tierice, and long Suffering in his Works. For te bare with 
them an 120 years, ard fent Noah a Preacher of Righeoul-: ' 
ncfs unto them ; 'thus the Goodneſs of God led them to Re- 
pentance both ways, but they were diiobedient, 1 Per, 3. and 
thereby treafured up wrath againſt the day of wrath, ard the 
Flood came and ſwept them gil away, fave eight Perſons. In 
all this we have no Evidence of any Sin of ldolatry committed 
by them; and had thac been their fin, 4t is unlike:y rhe Holy 
Ghoſt would have pretermicred the mention thereof. 

2. After this the experience of God's wrath breaking forth 
into fo forea Judgment, and cauſing fo great a Devaſtation; as 
to lay a whole World waſt ; this 1 ſay might juſtly work in 
them the fear of God, and make them generally become the 
more devout, while the remembrance of ſo general a Deluge 
remained ; and this might well be continued for ſo many years 
as they ſurvived who had ſeen the Flood. Now we read that 
Noah lived 35a years after the Flood,and Sem his Son 498 years; 
How long Ham and Fapher ſurvived after the Flood is not ex- 
preſſed. This Devotion proceeding only from a natural cauſe, 
as in all Perſons unregenerate, could prove ' but natural, and 
therefore the more apt to be corrupted with Idolatry : as in- 
deed it was very timely, even in the days of Terah Abraham's 
Father, as we read Foſh. 24. though Noah himſelf, the Father 


_ of them all , ſurvived a 128 years in the very days of 7e- 


rab ; Abraham the Father of the Faithful being born | but the 
third year after Noah's death ; Sem yet living 152 years after 
this, as who died but ten years before Facob and Eſau the 


. twin Sons of T/aac and Rebeckah were born. This Facob with 


all his Children went down into Egypt , whither  Foſeph was 
gone many years before, and in all the Sacred Hiſtory con- 
cerning Egypr, andthe Children of 1rae's dwelling there, and 
the Egyptians vexing and opprefling of them, unti} the Lord's 
woacdkifel Deliveranceof them, though we read of the Gods 
of Egypt, Exod. 12.12. Numb. $3. 4. as alfo how the Children 


of 1/rael were corrupted with their 7dols', Ezech. 20. 7. yet we 
read of no Temples they had. And Pharaoh, though he would 


have 
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' have hal them Sacrifice to their God, in- the Land of Exype, 


yet be knew full welthey had no Femple-far.this ; and-when 
he: promiſed to give them leave to. go into. the Wilderneſs ro Sa- 
crifice there, provided they: went:not far; he knew chere was 
no. Termple'for them. But:the third mandh afcer cheir coming 
our of 'Egypr, at Mount Sinai, the: Lord took order for the 
building of a Sandtaary, faying unto Mdaſes, Let ther: make me 
a Sanituary that Imay dwell emong them, Exod. 25.8, 9. AndlI 
am apt to be perſwaded, that hereupon the Devil wrought up- 
on the: Gentiles his V aſſals; to build SanRuaries and Temples 


for their Idols,as places for their habitation and dwelling among - 


chem. | | 

. ..3. For the Devil is commonly ſaid to be God's Ape,he doth 
affe& to imitate God. Mr. Mede hath obſerved this in ſetting 
down his opinion concerning the firſt plantation: of- America, 
which he conceives to have been wrought originally by the 


Ss 
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Devil, by: his perſuaſions. drawing a Colony thither out of theſe. 


Northern Parts, ..and that long ſincethe preaching of the Go- 
ſpelt began, yea, not very many hundred years ago: The Spa- 


»iards not finding by any means of Tradition from the Father |. 
to the. Son, that they had been planted there above 4oo years . 


bzfore their coming amongſt them, as the Mexican Hiſtory: 
doth teſtifie. And like as. when Idolatry at: the firſt began to 
f>read, and to corrupt the Family of Terah Abrabam's Father, 
the Lord called him away from thence into another Country, 


'who followed him, not knowing whither he went: So the 


Devil, when he ſaw what a ſtrange alteration was madein the 
World, by the preaching of the Goſpel, and fearing left he 


ſhould be turned out of all; he projected a courſe of drawing. 


ſome of his Diſciples into a new World out of all danger,from 
the ſound of the Goſpel, that ſo he might rule the: more ſafely. 


over then without all controul ; as indeed he did, and that iv 


fuch ſort as never in the like manner before, ſince the time that 

Mankind firſt fell into his clatches. 

_ In all Ages, ever ſince his Fall, his practiſe hath been to 
draw Man from his Maker. Cupiunt perditi perdere ((aith Cypri- 


an) & depravati errorem pravitats infundere ,. & cum fint ipfi pas- 


yales, querunt ſibi ad penam comites. And accordingly as he 

finds them, by. one way or other, moſt apt to be led away 

from God ; ſo his practiſe is to work upon them agreeably-to 

their Natures. If he finds them. profanely. diſpoſed, his courſe 
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-F is-to confirm'them- therein, until he hath broughe them-to ve- 
ry Atheiſm, if God permic him ſo far to prevail ; but in:ca(e- 
he find*theia awed with fear of a Divine Providence ; then he 
laboureth to work them tothe ſervice of himſelf ; wherein he 
plays the part of a Thief as well asof an Ape,  labouring by all 
. - means torob God of his Glory , as the- S__—_ ſheweth in 
1 Cor. 10. 20. where he ſaith, *Know ye not that the things which © 
-the Gentiles ſacrifice, they ſacrifice to Devils and not to God, ' For 
_ - whether he draws them to'worſhipthe Sun, Moon and Stars, 
and all the Hoſt of Heaven; or their dec Anceſtors, he 
« draws them from God the Creator, unto the Creature ; or un- 
« der the pretence of theſe,to worſhip the Evil Spirits themſelyes, 
eſpecially when by giving forth his Oracles in ſuch places, 
where the Images of their Anceſtors were worſhipped, he had 
{fo infatuated them, as to think that ſuch Places "were inhabi- 
ted by God himſelf ; and thus the Oracles there given forth 
with great ſubtilty and colluſion, were received as-Divine. Thus 
hath the World been drawn from-God,and the Worfhip which 
is due to him,:beftowed upon the Devil his profeſt Enemy, 
and as oppoſite unto him as Darkneſs is to Light. | 
4. Now as for Inward and Spiritual Worſhip moſt proper to 
. the Nature of God, theſe Angels of Darkneſs know full well 
+ wherein it conſiſts ; as which was ſometimes performed by 
themſelves, even then, when God laid che Foundation of the 
Earth, and the Angels were newly created as God's firſt Work- 
manſhip. For even then we read, Fob 38. 7. The morning ſtars 
ſang together, and all the ſons of God ſhouted for joy. And this 
Worſhip by-Prayer, Praiſe and Obedience due to God, he pra- 
&iſeth to draw to. himſelf: that Man made after the Image of 
: God, may conform himſelf to the will of the Devil. But as 
for Outward and Corporal Worſhip , herein the Devil. is co 
kek. For to prelcribe that, is meerly at the pleaſure of God; 
and according to his Wiſdom, which is unknown to the Crea- 
cure. As namely, the worſhipping of God by Carnal Sacrifi- 
ces, according to all the Variety thereof, as by offering Incenſe 
and ſweet Odours ; Meat-otferings and Drink-offerings ; 
-Burnt-offerings of certain kinds of Creatures, Sin-offerings,and 
Treſpals-offerings ; and laſtly Peace-offerings, according to all 
the ſeveral kinds of them. No Angels - reaſon, whether of 
Darkneſs or of Light, is able b7 convincing Evidence to con- 
«clude that any luch Service is a-thing pleaſing and acceptable 
unto 
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unto Godin it ſelf; and unle6 God hinfelf ſhall chink fi; to 
preſcribe it congruous in reference to luch ends as ſhall be in- 
tended by bim. Rather Natural Reaſon is againſt it, God him- 
ſelf being a Spirit, and therefore Spiritual Worſhip, and a rea- 
ſonable Service ſtands in beft congruity to his Divine and Spi- 
ritual Nature : otherwiſe he conld not be worſhipped by An- 
gels, which are meer Spirits without any Bodies. 'The like 
may be ſaid as concerning a Temple , where all ſuch Rites 
and Sacrifices are to be performed: for albeit the Actions of 
Men cannot be performed, but in time-and place, yet this is 
to be underſtood of time and place natural. And indeed there 
is no time but natural ; but place is not only natural but artifi- 
cial ; as Houſes built to dwell in, and ctheuſe hereof, came-not 
into the World, but by the Sin of Man, whereupon ' his. Body 
grew expoſed to the Injuries of Wind and Weather, whereto 
'Angels are not : which is one-end alſo of the uſe of Garments 
to cloth us. And we know well , that albeit Sacrifices had 
their courſe by God's Ordinance (as it ſeems) immediately af- 
ter the-Fall of Man, and that Promiſe made concerning the 
Seed of the Woman, namely; that it ſhould break the Serpent's 
head : yet theſe Sacrifices continued to -be, offered for fome 
thouſands of years on Altars, without any Temples erected for 
this, as appears by the Sacrificesof the Patriarchs. And after 
their building, how Gifferent were they in their Figure , ſome 
round, others long, &c. as alſo in their ſite, the. Gentile Ido- 
laters worſhipping the Sun, had them towards. the Eaſt 3 the 
Romans at firſt towards the Weſt, which they changed. before 
Auguſt us's.time to the Eaſt, as Vitruwine. I. 4, c. 5. How much 
more the ordering of Temples according to the parts thereof, 
and Utenſils and Furniture, and Ornaments: of all thoſe parts, 
_ no. wit { I think ) of Man or:Angel, can conclude that. any 

fuch thing becomes God to. dwell in, or there to hear Prayers, 
and accept the Service performed to.him, more than in other 
places. Unle& himſelf ſhall be pleaſed, co confine himſelf for- 
ſuch purpoſes, to one place rather than angther ; which in 
. Scripture phraſe is to place his Name there, 1 Kings 8. 16. or 
to record his Name, Exod. 20, 24. or make the memorialof his 
Name, which Piſcetor underſtands, de. #bu/fribw Des patefaF30- 
»#ba5, as God ſhould be pleaſed to manifeit himſelf, in illuſtri- 
ous manner, in one place more than another. And we know 
full-well, thac when tach Ceremonies apy Place for Ho per- 
: | ormance 
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| and therefore are called ſhadows of good things to come, Col. 2, 17. 
Heb.ro.r. Yea and ſome of them, tending to the extream con- 


' fuſion of Satan, and his Kingdom , yer ſuch as- ſhould be 


brought to paſs by Satan's own Counſel and Practifes : as name- 

ly the betraying and crucifying of the Son of God : andthere- 
fore the Lord ſaw it fit that the preaching. and- pratiſing of 
ſach Myſteries, which in due time ſhould be revealed; ſhould 
be carried in the mean time in the Clouds of- Types -and Fi- 
gures, -fo that Satan himſelf ſhould not be able to diſ:over the 
depth of them, until the time came wherein they were ac- 
_ compliſhed. And -indced, there is no greater glory of God 
that manifeſts it felf, in the courſe of his Providence, than the 
i Cor. 1. glory .of his Wildons, and this is moſt ſeen in taking the Wiſz 
19, 20. in their craftinefs, and going beyond them threugtout, and 


making their Devices vain, that it may appear, the- wiſeſt of © 


them are but fools in compariton of hm , not only amongſt 

Men, but among the Angels alſo. For the holy Angel are ta- 

ken with a great Yefire co peer into theſe Myſteries,and hereby 

1 Pet. x.12. is made known unto them the manifold wiſdom of God ; O rhe 

Eph. 3-10. depth of the riches, both of the knowledge and wiſdom of God, how 

Rom 11. unſearchable are bu judgments and his ways pat finding out. For 

335* - mho bath known the mind of the Lord, or who bath been bis coun- 
ſellor. © ſ be 


5.-Therefore it ſtood Satan upon ie to obſerve what courſe 


the Lord would be pleaſed to take for his outward Service-, 

that ſo he might uſe his beſt endeavour to oppole it: either by 
alienating the minds of men from that kind of Service, or by 
corruptingit, drawing their hearts from God, and working 

them to beſtow that Service upon the Creature. An inſtance 

of the firſt kind; we may obſerve in the Egyptians, in whom he 
wrought an extream alienation from the Hebrews, for ſuch was 
Gen.43-32 their Superſtition that they might riot eat with-the- Hebrews, 
| for that was an abomination to the Egyptians. Fheſe Hebrews 
were the People of God, fo called from the Patriarch Heber, 

who was great Grandfather to Abrabam's great Grandfather, 

Serug.. This Heber lived: Nineteen years in the days of Facop, 

who came down into-Egypr. It feems he had a numerous Po- 

ſterity, and that might make him and his the more known in 

the World, eyen to Pharach and the Egyptians in Facob's days : 
| For 
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performance of them were appointed by God ; they were ap- | 
pointed in all the parts of them, for myſterious Prefigurations; 


= ACID - 

For one. of his Sons, Foktan by name, had Thirteen Song, as, 
the Scripture doth expreſs. And Sem, that holy Patriacch, is 
peculiarly noted in Scripture to be the Father of che Sons of He- 
ber, though he wefe Heber's great Grandfather, -And this no- 
tion had a myſtery in the ſignification of it, -as Adowlin con- 
ceives. - For ZI'NAY faith he, is as much as Paſſengers. And 2Pet-2-11. 
ſuch is the condition of God's Children: here; they are but 

- Strangers and Pilgrims. Ic is afterwards ſaid, Gen. 46. 34. that _ 
every Shepherd was an abomination to the Egypriens *, This we* a Cu- 
mult underſtand aright,” namely of ſuch Shepherds only as the any $i 

Hebrews were, who did kill and eat Sheep, or kill and facri- ;;.c.;.-* 
fice them... For it is apparent, . that the Egyptians themſelves 
kept Sheep ; and theretore when Foſeph bought their Cattel of 
them for Bread-corn, theſe are reckoned. up to have been, not 
their Horſes and their Aﬀes only , but their Flocks and Herds 
alſo, ' And Exod. 9, 3. God threatens to lay his hand upon their 
Sheep to deſtroy them; but the ſacrificing of. them, this was it 
which the-Egyptians accounted abomination. And therefore 
when Pharaoh called for Moſes and for Aaron, and ſaid, Go ye and Exod. 8. 
ſacrifice to your God in the Land ; Moſes forthwith anſwered and 25:*5 
- ſaid, It & ynot meet ſo to do : For we ſhall ſacrifice the abomination 
of the Egyptians to the Lord our God. Ls; ſhall we ſacrifice the abo- - 
mination of - the Egyptians before their eyes, and will they not ſtone 
» ? Nor the ſacrificing of them only , but to kill- them for - 
Food was an abomination to- the Egyptians. And therefore” 
- Whereas we read Gen. 39. 6. that Potipbar left all that be had in 
Joſeph's hards, ſave the bread which he did eat : this both Funins - 
and Schindler render thus, ſave the meat that be did eat ; and Shin- 
dler gives the reaſon why he would not have Foſeph meddle with 
that, co wit, becauſe he was Carnis Eſor , an Eater of Fleſh , 
Luia eo-tempore Egyptij non comedevant carnem, nec lac,nec mata- Schindler 
 bant owes, & horum paſtores, & comeſtores abominabantur :  The-9n the 
Egyptians in thoſe days did not eat Fleſh nor Milk, nor killed R9*2YTN 
Sheep; and the. Keepers and Eaters of Sheep were an abom|- 
nation unto-them. And .Euſebiws in the Second Book of his 
Evangelical Preparation, p. 49. Greco-Lat. makes an enumeration 
of the Creatures which are Sacred amongſt the Egyptians, a- 
mongſt which are Sheep ;- and adds, That if any 'man do pur- 
poſely kill any one of them,. morte damnatur, be is put to death. 
.Thele Superſtitions -were very ancient among the Egyptians, 
even inthe days of Moſes, and of the days of Foſeph, _ 
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6. Nevertheleſs, the Devil being not able to expeQorate out 
of the hearts of all men, that Opinion which had taken deep: 
root, namely, That as there was a God, one or more, which 
governed the World, and who brought fore Judgments upon 
them for their ſins, ſo this God or Gods, were to be appeaſed 
by ſome courſe or other, and no ſuch courſe for this as Sacri- 
 fices, a courſe whereof was derived from Noab to all his Poſte- 
rity. Therefore the Devil had another way to diſhonour God, 
by drawing them to Sacrifice to Idols, and to Creatures,inſtead 
of the Creator ; yea, and to the Devil himſelf (being - deluded 
by his Oracles ) and that in moſt barbarous manner : forat 
tength he brought them to Sacrifice Men, Women and Chil- 
dren unto him, and that under great ſhew of Devotion, where- 
of we read largely in very matiy Authors , both: Ancient and 
Modern. I will only mention one notable Story in Pan/anias ; 
How when a Temple became polluted, by the impure courſes 
of a young Man and-Maid, the Devil gave forth by his "Ora- 
cle, that this Prophanation was to be expiated by Sacrifice; 
and no Sacrifice would ſerve the turn but this : Every year a 
young Man and Maid muſt be facrificed to that God, whoſe 
Temple had thus been defiled. And this barbarous courſe con- 
tinued for certain years; only they beſtowed a denomination 
upon this God of theirs, calling him es; dyeia:y;&, the rigid . 
or crnel God. And accordingly I am of opinion , -that like as 
Satan had never brought any to ſerve him by Sacrifices ( the 
ancient Heathens ” Light of Nature, diſcourſing againſt the 
unreaſonableneſs of ſuch a Service, as we read in Diodorms Sicu- 
Iss) if God had not gone before them in this, inſtructing Adam 
and the Patriarchs,. even till the days of Nob, after this man- 
ner to ſerve him ; and Noeb leaving this courſe by tradition to 
his Poſterity, as Auguſtine writes to the like purpoſe, Ep. 49.d 
Deo gratiar. Hoc ſane pretereundum non eft, this is not to-be omit- 
ted, Had not the Devils, thoſe rebelliows Angels, conceived that Tem- 
ple, Prieftbood, Sacrifices, and all othes things pertaining thereunto - 
vere due to one, that one true God, they would never have ' ur 
their Worſhippers to ordain-any of theſe things to them. In like fort 
the Devil had never broughe them to build Temples for this 
uſe and fervice, if God had not taken order with his People to 
build a Sanctuary unto him that he IEG. 
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And accordingly, though Heathens had Temples before Solo-. 
- won built that Temple at Feruſalem, -( for this appears both by- 
the high places which : King Solomon - built for his outlandi 
Wives, 1 Kings 11. 7, 8. and by the Philiftims, who had an 
Houſe for Dogon, 1 Sam. 5.2. and Judges 16. 27. and 9g. 27. 
we read how the People wer? into rhe Houſe of their God,and did 
eas and drink and curſed Abimelech : and werſ. 45. of the houſe of 
the god Berith, and Fudg. 8. 33.) yet 1 do:not find ſufficient 
evidence of any Temples in uſe with any before the SanEtuary 
was made, and that to this end, that God might dwell among 
them, Exod. 25. 8. And as Schindler writeth on the root 7% 
that was edificium inſtar templi ex lignis  confettum atque ita” con- 
ftiturum ut difſolvi in partes ac rurſas compingi, ac quocunque liberet 
 deferri poſſet ; a ſtruiture Temple-like made of Timber, in ſuch 
fort as ic-might be taken aſunder, in all the parts-thereof; and 
again compacted 999 that fo it might be removed from 
place to place, whitherſoever it pleaſed God tohave it carried. 
A notable inſtruction, that God would be a Sanituary unto them, 
and dwell among them in all places whitherſoever they ſhould "come, 
Ezek. 11. 16. And among other Temples of. the Gentiles, 
whereof we read in Hiſtory, one was portetile , a portable 
Temple, and removed from place to place, vas {vyopopiuu®-, a 
Temple borne or drawn by certain Yoke of Oxen, and that in 
Phenicia, which is the Country of Paleſtine. This Euſebine te- 
ſtifies in the firft Book of his Evangelical Preparation,and Chap. 10. 


And ſuch a Tabernacle the Scriptures often call by fach a 


word, as is uſually rendred by Temple, as x Sem. 1.9. and 3.3. 
and 2 Sam. 6. 17. and in the Pſalms of David's. enditing it is 
found very frequently. . For. we know that in his days, there 
was no other Temple, than the Tabernacle. For though it 


was ſometimes in the heart of David to build a Houle to the r Kings 8. 


> 
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Name of the Lord God of. If-ae!, when as-yet the Ark of the 17,18,15. 


Lord remained amongſt the Curtains: yet we know that the 2 $4 7-2- 


Lord anſwered him, He took it well that he was ſo minded 
(yet he had confulred wichthe Prophet Nether firſt, about the 
matter, before he grew to a Reſolition thereupon) Newerrbeleſ 
thow [halt not build me an Houſe, ſaith the Lord ; but thy ſon. that 


come out of thy Loyns, he ſhrall build 'the Houſe to. my : Name. 


© that till S9/o-w0%'s reign, . there was only a Tabetnacle for the 
Ark of God, wherein was the : Mercy Seat, and there the 
Lord is ſaid to-bave-dwelc, afd'that in; a: Cloud, Lev. 16. 2. 
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Between the Cherubims. Neither have I yet found any evidence - 

to the contrary, either in'Scripture or elfewhere. -* Before the © + 

Flood no evidence of any ; though Mercer obſerves, they had 

a place.of Meeting for the Service of God : as upon: Ger. 4. 

where we read of Cain and Abe!'s Oifering, and God's accep- 
tance of the one, and diſregarding of the other, and /that- (as 

it ſeems)' in a viſible and ſenſible manner-: For hereupon Cain 

was provoked againſt 4be]. Likewiſe upon the: birth of 'Znoſb, 

| when it is ſaid, That men began to call upon the Name of the Lord, 
Mercer makes the ſame obſervation. Neither can- we promile 
leſs unto our ſelves of Adam's care for the diſciplining, and inſti- 
tuting of his Family, and Se:h's after him ; and the like may 
be ſaid of all the holy Patriarchs. This alſo is manifeſt by the 
diſtin&tion made between the Sons of God and Daughters of 
Men, until the- degenerate condition came on, and the parti- 
tion Wall was broken down by promiſcuous Marriages. But 
in all this, not any evidence of Temples ſeparate, and ſet apart 
for this. | i 324 

7. Aﬀter the Flood, when Noah came out of the Ark, there 
he built an Altar unto the Lord, and offered a Burnt-offering 
of every clean Fowl and Beaſt : After this, in. the Story of 
Geneſis, the Genealogies being diſpatched , and the diſperſion 
of the People, by the occaſion of Confuſion off Tongues, we 
have the ereQing of the two firſt Monarchies, the Babylonian 
by Nimrod, and after the ſame time the Aſſyrian by 4ſur, who 
built Niniveb, ſo called ( as ic is thought by very probable 
conjecture ) from the name of his Son Nizw : For it is appa- 
rent in Scripture, that Places had their names from the names 
of ſome chief Perſons that dwelt there. Thus Egypt is called 
Miſraim, from Miſraim the Son of Ham, and the Land Canaan 
from Canaan, and fo Fenia from Jawvan, and Afſyria from Aſſur. 

. Afﬀeer theſe particulars diſpatched in brief, we have the Story of 
Abraham his Peregrination, who built Altars , where the Lord 
appeared unto him, and fo did Jſasc and Facob; but we find 
no Monument of any Temple or ſeparate Houſe they had for 

| Gen-24.63 God's Service ; but we read of Taac's going abroad into the 
Field to pray.  -Likewiſe when Abrabam went down into E- 
2ypt, we find not the leaſt indication of any ſach thing there, 
nor among the Philiſtims ; whilſt Abraham ſojourned a good 
while with them, and J1/aac after him: No nor:amoog the Ca- 

Naanites, though we-read of Melchi/edek the Prieſt of the mot 
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i High God, and-good Correſpondency between Abraham and 
- him; yer no mention of any Temple or Houſe of God;where: 
in he performed any Religious Duties co that great Gol, -poſ-. 
ſeſfor of Heaven and-Earth, whoſe Prieft he was. Indeed if 
we ſhould credit f5me uncertain Relations of fabulous Writers, 
wemay find Temples much earlier mentioned. Albertus Cog- 
n3:u5 in the fourth Book of Narrations ( cited by Hoſpinian Tr. 
of Images). aſcribes the beginning of Idolatry to Nimrod, wha 
az he pcetends-upan the loſs of his fict-born” Bela, to aſfwage 
his grief, cauſed his Image to bs made of Gold , which he fer 
up in a Temple built by him, and worſhipoed ir, andoſfered * 
Sacrifices unto it. ' Aventinus writes, that Nimas the Son of Be- . 
Ins Fupiter (th: ſecond King of- th2 Babylonians the' Son of 
Nimrod) cauſed his Fathers image to be made in che mid(t of 
Babylon, and a Temple alſo, and Divine Honours to bz done 
unto his Facher. Both which are fabulous, and all of this king;: 
in Pliny and V:ifor Maſſilienſis. As allo in the Apocrypial Be- 
roſus, that Ninus adorned Nineveb; and was the ficft who buile 
a Temple, and ereRed Statues to his Father Belus, and his Mo- 
ther Funo, and his Grandmother Rhea. For we have no cer- 
tainty of thoſe early times, but from Scripture,which acquaines - 
us, that Nimrod was the Son of Cuſh, and-Grandchild of Ham, 
and Founder of the Babylonian Monarchy : as Aſher was the: 
Son of bleſſed Shem, and built Nineweh, the Metropolis of the 
Aſſyrian Monarchy. Which though conſiderably later, yet: 
ſoon overtopt the Babylonian, and continued its Primacy for 
the greateſt part of many Ages, and in the time of Eſarchad- 
don, after Babylon had revolted, reduced it again , and carried 
Manaſſes thither,. 2 Chron. 33.11. Though ſhortly after, about 
ten or eleven years, Nabopollaſar (or Nebuchadonaſor ) having: 
taken Nineveh, and aſſuming his Son |Nebuchadneſſar to reign 
with him, the Babylonian Monarchy ſtarted up again, and o- 
vertopt the Aſſyrian, through the effeminateneſs of their Prin- 
ces, as is plain in Hiſtory, and the manner thereofin Ariſtotle's wg 
Politicks: which Revolution, was the immediate cauſe under  , 
God, of. Maneſſes Reſtoration. But leaving theſe Relations 
mentioned by the by, let's-proceed in the infallible. Hiſtory of. 
Truth. From the time of Foſeph's going down: into . Egypt at Gen47-. 
Seventeen years of Age, to the time of his firſt ſtanding before *-- 
Pharaoh, the year before-the Seven. plentiful years began; at 
what time he is ſaid to be Thirty. years old; and- after Facets - 
E =o Bos "coming, 
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coming down into Egypt, with his whole Family, uni! his | 
death, who dwelt ih Egypt Seventeen years, and hence until - 

£o/eps's death, who dwelt.in Egypr, an Hundred years wanting 

ven ; in the Story hereof I find no evidence of Temples a- 

mong the Egyptians. Nor from the birth of Moſes, who was 

born ( about Forty ſix years after the death of Levi, who was 

- his Grandfather by the Mother, and great Grandfather by his 

Father) uni! his leading the Children of 7/rae! out of Egype , 

the ſpace of Fourſcore years, we find no mention of any 'Tem- 

le or Temples there. You will ſay they had Gods, for the 

ord ſaid, Exed.12.12. He would execute judgment upon all the pods 

of Egypt ; and fo it cane to paſs, Numb. 33.4. But I 'anſwer, 

So Laban had his gods, which Rachel ſtole away from. her Fa- 

ther, and fate upon them to hide them from him, Gen. 31. 30, 

34. and in the days of Ferab, Abrabaw's Father, they ſerved o- 

' ther gods : this we read ; but of any Temples they had, we 
read not. If you ſay theſe gods that Terab and Laban had,were 
Houſhold gods, and ſome room in their private Houſes might 
ſerve for them, and for the Devotions performed unto them : 
but the gods of Egypt ſpoken of, were for Publick Uſe and Pub- 
lick Service ; and therefore they had their Prieſts alſo. To this 

Pauſanias T anſwer, That we read'ofren in Pauſanizs of Are Foun pluvij, 
in Corin- which I underſtand of Images of Fupiter, ſtanding open with- 
y yh P- out any covering. And p. 58. he writes that in the Court of 
T Priamus the Son of Laomedon, there ſtood the Image of Fupiter 
Paleus ſub Divo, under the open Heaven, and that to his Altar 
Priamus fled when Troy was taken. And Alexander ab Alexan- 
dro writes, that the Houſe of Fupiter Paulverinus, in the Country 
of Attica, had no Roof, but was open above ; ' this he hath in 
his ſecond Book of Genia! Days, and Chap. 22. So the Imageof 
Minerva Pavia Was, ſab Divo, 'in the open Air, as Pauſanias te- 
Nifics in his Laconica, p. go. & 95. The ſame Author tells us, 
that in a ſmall Iſland were the brazen Figures of Caftor and 
Pollux, ſub Divo in the open Air, nibilo pedalibus majora of a 
foots length and no more; ſuch belike were the Puppets Rachel 
ſate upon, called Laban's gods ;. and-anumber of fach he men- 
tioneth ſtanding inthe open Air; and ſometimes hemakes re- 
tation of certain DeJubys , Temples which had no Roof, bur 
were open above towards the Heavens, as in his Beotzces, p.260. 
And p.264. He makes mention of a Chappel of Ceres, firnamed 

" Europe, whiers there is fub Divo Fupiter pluvins , rainy Fuapiter; 
1420 : ; anding 
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ſtanding in the open Air. -Czlixs - Rodigimws |. Io. p. 355. Fovi 
Fulg uri, Soli, Lung, Calo, Hypetbra, CE tos conſtitui debe- 
re Templa proponimws. Add unto this Jubdiales ffatuas Levit. 26; 
30. as Funiws rendersit. And having Altars at ſuch Images 
where they offered Sacrifices, no marvel if they had Prieſts al- 
ſo. Melchiſedeck, we know, is called the Prieft of the moſt High 
od, and -King-of Salem; but I do not think any Man will -a-. 
vouch, that he had a Temple there. Abraham was a Prophet, 
Gey. 20. and was he not a Prieſt alſo ? ir is clear he offered Sa- 
crifice to the Lord, Gen: 12. and Iaac, Gen. 26. fo Faceb , and 
that by God's commandment, Gen. 35. And whereas ſome are 
of opinion, that when Faceb vowed unto God the Tenth of all 
that God ſhould give him in Meſopotamia, Gen, 28. and here-. 
upon a queſtion is moved, To whom he ſhould pay the Tenth 
of all, that is, to what Prieſt? knowing no better Anſwer, are 
of opinion that hepaid it to himſelf, ſuppoſing bim'to be aPtieſt, 
and capable of receiving Tythes. I willingly confeſs ſuch a 
Devotion is very proficable as to Temporals : but I ſee no ne- 
ceflity that caſts us upon ſuch conceits : For he mighe well Sa- 
crifice unto God the Tenth, or the worth of the Tenth, and all 


_ that he poſſeſſed. As yettche Prieſthood was not confined to 


one Family, and till then, doſes himſelf was a Prieſt as well as 
a Prophet, even to the-ereting of the Tabernacle , which by 
Archb. Uſhers computation,was in the year of the World x5 14. 
But let us proceed further, and take into conſideration what we 

find in profare Hiſtories concerning Temple:. = 
8. Diodoras Siculus 1.x.c.1.reports,that in the opinion of ſome, 
the Ethiopians were the firſt of Men, and .he gives reaſons for 
it, but in-a moſt atheiſtical and unreaſonable way , feigning 
Men to have been airy 3:s; born of the Earth and Air, in a 
natural-manner, as Mice and other things of equivocal Gene- 
ration. And how this came to paſs, he proſ:cutes in a moſt 
abſurd and brain-ſick Diſcourſe , without taking notice of any 
Creator, who of one blood made all mankind to dwell upon the face 
of the egrth. And adds,that. the worſhip of God was firſt found 
out by them. Sacraque inſuper, pompas, celebritates, aliaque quibus 
dizs honores impenduntur, ab is fuiſſe reperts. And what manner 
of Gods muſt they needsbe, who are worſhipped by thoſe who 
acknowledge no Creator? St-Paul tells us that rhe eternal power - 
and Godhead « known - from the Creation, conſidered in by works. 
His belt proof for this is out of Homer, wit brings in Fupiter, 
2 XX. - oo 
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and the reſt of the Gods with him, going in Progreſs into F- 
rhopia, both to the Sacrifices there made _ them, and for 
the ſweetneſs of the odours there, And ſurely it is moſt con- 
gruous,that fuchGods as are deviſed by the fancies of Men,and 
made at their pleaſures, ſhould be well content to be ſerved and 
worſhipped according to che Fancies of Men, and at their plea- 
ſure : for undoubtedly Man- hath as much power to deviſe a 
Divine and Religious Worſhip, as to make a' God ; any Ser- 
vice being good enough, and too good, to be beſtowed upon 
the wo: k of their own hands, yea or upon their own Fancies 
either- Yet the truth is, there was a time when the Bride- 
groom of God's Church was pleaſed with bodily Sacrifices of- 
, Fred with good hearts, and had-his abode inthe Mountains of 
Spices. Cant. 8. 14. Make haſte my beloved, and be thou like unto 
a Roe,or to a young Hart upon the Mountains of Spices.But this was 
only for a time until tbe day did break, and the ſhadows fled away, 
Cant. 2.17. The Lord Chriſt now adays is the moſt fweer 
felling Savour, both to God the Father and us; by whom. 
alone the Father is ſatisfied, and. onr Souls fweetly refreſhed. 
Indeed 1 read that Heſiod and Homer, were Primi Deorum opi- 
fices apud Gracos,the firſt Cratts-maſters in coining Gods among 
che Grecians , in Herodotas lib. 2. p. 124. Graco-Lat. Heſiodus 
atque Homerus (qui quadringent is non amplius annis ante me extitere) 
faere, qui Gracis Theogoniam introduxerunt, eiſque & cognomina, & 
bonores, & diverſa artificia, & figuras attribuerunt. And P.'166, 
Ipfs Eg yptij extiterunt principes conventus, & pompas & concilia- 
bula fattitandi, & ab tis Greci didicerunt. Cujas rei hoc apud me 
argumentum eft, quod illa conſtet priſcis temporibus : Gracanica we- 
ro recens fuiſſe inſtitus. And we know -Homer lived after the 
Wars of Troy, ſome fay 80 years, fome 100, others 140, others 
180 years after the taking of Troy. Nay, there are that make 
him 200 years, yea 240 later than that, yea ſome 40o, others 
00 later ; as Talianws gives inſtance in. ſeveral Authors, thus 
tar differing about the time of Homer, as any may read in Em- 
fſebiuzs his Evangelical Preparation, Book 10. þ.. 492. Graco-Lat. 
We by the Word of God are brought acquainted not only 
with the Creation of Man, but of the World alſo., and how 
in 1656: it was drowned, and all Fleſh periſhed by the Waters 
of a general Deluge, in whom was the breath of Life, excepc 
thoſe four couple, eight perſons in all; who were reſerved for 
2 Seed to fow the World anew, and preſerved inthe Ark _ 
h NEE p  ktled 
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ſecled in Ararat, commonly conceived to be a Mountain in 
Armenia (though ſome think otherwiſe) and from- thoſe parts 
near adjoyning , and particularly from Babe!, after the Confu- 
ſion of Languages, began the diſperſion of the People. And - 
xs the Lord by his extraordinary Providence, provided both 
Ee the making of the Ark, and bringing all ſorts of Creatures 
thereinto, and maintenance for them, and their preſervation 
there, did make himſelf known unto them , ( after a degene- 
rate time that came upon all) both as a God of Vengeance in 
deſtroying others, and alſo as a God of Mercy and Salvation in 
preſerving them from that common Deſtruction ; promiſing 
withal never to deſtroy the World fo again : ſo from them,and 
by them, was the knowledge of God propagated to their Po- 
ſterity z which about 1o1. years after the Flood, began to be 
diſperſed over all the World. And upon Nimred's Ulurpation, 
Rebel-like, his Nature anſwering to his Name, it ſeems that 
both his Father and Grandfather, and many of them ſeparated 
themſelves from him, C#ſh into Ethiopia, Miſraim into Egypr, 
Canaan into Paleſtine, where we find S;don a principal City by 
the Sea. And as Egypt is called in Scripture the Land of Ham, 
ſo by as good reaſon Erhiepie allo. Lydiat is of opinon concern- 
ing Ham, that he was theeldeſt of Noah's three Children ; and 
by the younger Son of Noah, Gen. 9: 24. is meant Canaan No- 
ab's Grandchild ; (for even our Grandchildren we count our 
Children) and Noah's Curſe we know, pafſed not upon Ham, 
but upon Canaan : which makes it probable that the lewd prank 
which gave ſuch offence ro Noah, and he found out by exami- 
nation, was play'd by Canaan; and him his Father "Ham 
came to the knowledge of it, whotold his two Brethren there- 
of, Ser and Fapher. And thus indeed the Egyptians and E- 
thopians, and whole houſe of Ham, may be accounted the eld- 
eft Houſe of the World, if he were elder than his ewo-Brethren 
Sem and Fapher. -But-in this Lydiat is almoſt alone, moſt Au- 
thors being for Sem, or Faphet (which is more likely) being the 
eldeſt, as may be feen at Jarge in Uſher's Chronol. Sacra. c.q. FJa- 
phet ſeparated towards the North, both Eaft and Weſt, but 
_ chtefly rowards the Weſt, Sem's Poſterity continued in the 
Eaſt cowards the South ; Afſur his Sort having erected a Mo- 
—_— in Niniveb, But as yet no teſtimony for Temples any 
where, | 
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9. Diegines Laertizs an approved Writer, in his fifth Book of | 


the Lives of Philoſophers, in the: Life of Epimenides, faith of 


him, That Conftruxit apud Athenienſes phanum werendorum Deo- 
rum, ut ait Lobon Argium in libro de Poetss, Fertur etiam primns 
domms atque agros expiaſſe I erexiſſe, This Epimenides of _ 
Crete built a Temple to the Gods; call'd azure? ©20i, Dij reverends, 

ſome that deſerved to be reverenced (as he thought)more chan 
all che pack, and he alledgeth Lobon of Argos, in his Book of 
Poets, teſtifying this. This Epimenides allo is ſaid to have been 
the firſt that ſhewed a courſe for the expiation of Houſes and 
Fields, and that erected Temples. The expiation. here ſpoken 
of, was by Sacrifice, as appears by the Story mentioned a lic- 
tle before : For having mentioned how, the fame of this Man 
flying throughout all Grece, he was reputed a Man moſt dear 
to God ; thereupon an Inſtance thereof is given thus ; The 4- 
thenians were ſometimes viſited with a ſore Peſtilence, who thereupon 
asking counſel bereabouts, as their manner was , at the Orach of Del- 
phos, Pythia the Nun PriefF anſwered them, That the City. of A- 
thens was to be expiated. And they being ignorant, how this was to 
be performed, diſpatched Niceas the Son of Niceratus by Ship into the 
Iſland of Crete, ro Epimenides, to intreat him to come over unto 


them: Upon their intreaty be came, and expiated or purged their Ci» 


ty after this manner : He took Sheep, ſome white ſome black, and. 
brought them to Mars bis Street, and there let them go whither they 
would, ſending ſome after them, to obſerve where they lay down ;; 
and whereſorver any of them lay down, there be gave charge they 
ſhould be ſacrificed peculiari cutpiam Deo, ro ſome peculiar God. To 
mez1x0y11 wp, faith Laerrixe, to a firGod : his meaning was, to 

the God that plagued them; but who ict was they knew not. 
And therefore Laertias addeth, That ever in bis days there were to 
be ſeen in the Streets of Athens, Altars without a Name, as a me-, 
morial of that expiation,and bereupon he ſaith that the Plague ceaſed. 
And in all likelyhood the Altar that St. Pau! obſerved as he 
went in one of the Streets of 4rhens with this Inſcription, *ay- 
zd5@ ©, to the unknown God, was one of thoſe Altars Laertiue 
writes of , though the Inſcription might be defaced in his days; 
for in Cauſabon's judgment, Laertizs lived not until the year 200. 
after Chriſt, that is about the time of Tertulian ; yer Altars 
with ſuch Inſcriptions were nothing ſtrange ; ſuch a one being 
mentioned by Pauſanias in his Eliacks, p. 162. Adjacet ei ignoto- 
rum Deorum ara. Now this Epimenides came to Arbens about this 
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} buſine6, by Laertizs's accompt in the 47th Ohmpiad, and others 
"reckon him to be coztaneus to Pytbagoras , who lived in the 
time of Servias Tullms, the fifth King of . Rowe from Romulee. - 
Now Rome it ſelf had its Foundation laid, -but in the days of 
Fotham King of Fudab, by- Lydiat and Uſber's accompt, and the 
vely year after Nabuchodonoſar had. inchoated his Kingdom of 
Babylon, which was a Type of Romiſh Babylon. 

To. Fanw was a King in Italy long before Romulas 3 and un- 
to him, a certain Writer, Xenon by name, in the firli Book of 
his Ialics, aſcribes the firſt building of Temples, as Meacrobize 
teſtifies in the firſt Book of his Saturnals, Chap. 9. Now the 
beginning of Fans his Latin Kingdom , Lydiat reckons to be 
150 years, before «£neas his coming into Taly in the days of 
Latinas, _the fifth King after Fane; eEneas his arriving there 
being the third year atter the raking of Troy, which yet by Ly- 
diat's accompt was 60 years after. the death of Orbniel, the firſt 
Judge of 1ſrael after the death of Foſhua, and 120 years after 
the Children of 17aes coming out of Egypr. Now this Fane 
= was the Man that entertained old Saturn , when he fled from 

his Son Fupiter into raly, and admitced him i Societatem Regni, 
- to reign with him. Thence Faly came to be called Latium, as. 
Ovid Writes, ſaying, J NS 


Et dia ei Latium terra latente Deo. 
And Yirgil in his e/Eneids 8. T 


Primus ab ethereo veniens Saturnus Olympo, 
Arma Foos fugiens, & Regnis exul adentis x 
Is genus indocile , ac diſperſum montibus altss 
Compoſuit, legeſque dedit Latiumque wocars. 
Maluit, h# quoniant latuiſſet tutus in. Or. 


where I obſerve the Poet's wiſdom, affe&ing to grace his Coun- 
try ; for he feigns Saturs not to come thither flying from. the 
Iſle of Crete, but from Heaven forſooth, to ſalve the Reputati- 
on of his Deity, and the Honour of his own Country ; and 
adds, that his days were the time of that golden Ape of the 
World, as Ovid and other Poets feign_:. His words are theſe ; 
Aureaque, ut perbibent, iflo ſub Rege fuere., F 
, cula, 
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In the days of 'Saturn'was the golden Age of the World, - Now (| 
this fairls may revive the remembrance of a Note made by Ser- 
vius upon a Paſſage in Virgil, deſcribing the goodly Temple 
that Queen Dido was building, when e£yxeas, after the takin 
of Troy, caine thither , being caft by a Tempeſt upoh thoſe 
Parts. os ea bon AISOIINES. ie bb TY, 
Hic Templum Funoni ingens Sidonia Dido 
Condebat, doni; opulentum & numine Dive : 
e/Erea cut gradibus ſurgebant limina, nexeque 


e/Ere trabes foribus cardo ſtridebat ahens. 


Now whereas Virgil hath eres limina, brazen Threſholds, Serwe- 
* maketh a queſtion of the reaſon why he calls the Threſhold 
brazen; it ſeemingunlikly that they ſhould be made of, or co- 
vered with Braſs : his anſwer is, "That Yirgi/ delivers it, alufione 
fata ad Secula tunc temporgs area, in alluſion to the condition of 
thofe times, the brazen Age being then on foot. Though for 
--ought T ſee, it might go for an Iron Ape well enough, when 
ſuch ado was made in the World, fuch Wars raiſed for ro years 
continuance at Trop, and all for the Recovery of a Whore, if 
it be a true Hiftory, and not a Poetical Fiction, as ſome con- 
ceive. In thoſe days there were Temples, I nothing doubr, 
and before ; for the Trojans had theirs, as the ſame Virgil men- 
tions in the perſon of nes, 


Nos delubra Deum miſeri quibus ultimms eſſet, 
like dies feſta wvelamus jronde per urbems. 


we poor Creatures made that day, a Feſtival day in our Tem- 
ples ; which alJas was to be our laſt day, their Funeral follow- 
ing immediately after. And not in the brazen Age only can 
we well admit that Temples have been, butin the golden Age 
alſo, as namely in the days of Saturn, which yet will be found 
160 years after the Children of 17ae/s coming our of Egypr. 
And if Saturn were the chief of Heathen Deities, ſurely Fog es 
is much more ancient than they all ; how much more anci- 
ent than Temples made to them, It is true Cicero makes mentt- 
on of three Tapiters, one the Son of Saturn and Ops King of 
Crete, whoſe Sepulchre is the © found ; which Callimachusis im- 
patient to bear, and therefore brands them for lyars, ſaying , 
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The Cretians are always lyars, for they have buile a Sepulchre. 
tothee, O King, whereas thou dieſt not , but liveſt for ever- 
The other ewo, Cicero ſaith, were born in Arzadia ; the Fa- 
ther of the one e£rher, of whom came Proſerpina and Liber, or 
Bacchus ; the Father ot che other Czlum, and he begat Miner- 
va. In likz ſort Fapetus is ſaid by Hefiod to be the Son of Ce- 
lam & Terre; of Heaven and Earth ; as much as to ſay, they 
could not tell who was the Father of them, and cherefore they 
feigned them to have been brought forth by the Heaven and 
Earch, and Sea and Rivers. But /;rg:l confounds theſe Fapiters 
which Cicero diſtinguiſheth,and feigns Saturn the Father of Fa- 
piter Cretenſis to have come ab eAEthereo Olympo, that is, fromy 
from «Ether and Heaven, And Fapetus we fee how plainly it 
ſounds Fapher, one of the Sons of Noah, as Mercer upon Geneſis, 
E and many others obſerve. And as Heſiod relates very ſtrange 
| things of Saturns dealing with his Father Czlum; fo the Jewiſh 
Rabbins relate as ftrangethings (yea the very ſame ) 'of Hamw's 
dealing with his Father, fuppoſing they have ſome ground. for 
it in the Scripture. And ſure we are, that Noah himſelf had no. 
Children after the Flood, and this Haw was Fapber's Brother 5 
and both better known to the World than their Father Noah , 
who with his Son Sex ( as it ſeems) lived a private life ;, whilſt 
his Children, and Childrens children divided che World among 
them, calling the ſeveral Regions of ir, after their own Names, 
and ereting Monarchies ; N:imrod.in Babylon, and Aſſur at Ni- 
»iveb, Horace makes mention of Audax Fapeti genus , his Po- 
ſterity were bold Creatures, that durſt venture in a Ship to: 
make a way throngh the Sea, which fairly refers.to-the Poſte- 
rity of Fapbet, of whoſe Children,the Ifles of che Gentiles were- 
divided in their Lands, everyone after his tongue , and after their Gen.10:5:. 
Families in their Nations. And all the three Sons of Neb it's 
likely were imployed by their Father , in building the Ark ;; 
_ and by them their Poſterity might eaſily be inſtructed in that: 
. Art, the Lord himſelf ficft inſtrafting Noah: Eſpecially. con- 
fidering how long both Noah and Sem lived after: the' Flood + 
Noab 350 years, that is, not only after the Babylonian aadi Aſh 
rian Kingdoms erected by Nimrod: and Afar , 2 35 years ;-bue 
Su -- after 
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after the Poſterity of Miſraim began to reign in Egypr, in ſeve- | 
b ral Principalities, 89 years 3 and after Ogyges buile Thebes in \ 
'— Grece, 41 years; and after e£gialews the ficlt King of Sicyonians 
in Peleporneſ:ss his beginniug to reign, 23 years ; and died bur 
ewo or three years before Abrabam was born. And Semli- 
ved 150 years after his Father "Noab z and Sem died but./1o 
years befor: Eſau and Facoh were born, according to Lydiat's 
Chronicle, which I cake to be moſt accurate. -And for oughe 
I know to the contrary, both Ham and Fepher, might live as 
long as Sem, and the Grecians, and Ifles of the Gentiles, mighc 
be well known to be Fapeti genus. Tnough I deny not bue 
others of his. Poſterity. might be called by his name, like as 
we read of two Kings of Athens, each called by, the name of 
Cecrops, the one of Cecrops major, and the other of Cecrops mi- 
mor ; and the younger of them divers Ages after the elder. 
And the name of Iphitw , who was but one Age before the 
Wars of Troy, doth plainly carry the ſame Radical Letters that 
Fapetus doth. - But to proceed. | 
I1. The Pelaſgians are accounted by Strabo in his fifth Book, - 
3 Populi Gracie wetuſtiſſimi, the moſt ancient People of Greece. 
And theſe He and Hefiod, and Payſanias in his Arcadics, teſtifie 
to have proce:ded from Pelaſpgws. Ac primum omninm Pelaſgum 
memorant Arcadi in illa terra extitiſſe ; The Arcadians report , 
that Pelaſgws was the firſt of Men in that Country : which rela- 
tion Pavſanias modifies thus, That he was the firſt King there, 
to wit, in Arcadia; and who firſt brought the rude People 
there, to build Cottages, to defend themſelves from the Inju. 
riesof the Weather. Lycaon was his Son, and him Pauſanias 
makes coetaneous to Cecrops, meaning Cecrops major, Which Ce. 
crops is commonly accounted coetaneous with Moſes ; eſpecial- 
ly Euſebixs in his Tenth Book of his Evangelical Preparation , 
Chap. 19. and he adds this as -a thing confeſſed by all, Nemo 
10% fatetur. Lycanon's youngeſt Son was Ocnotriws, who went 
with a Colony into Taly, and from him that Country of Taly 
was called Oenctria. Yet there were no Temple: till the days of 
Fanus by the Teſtimony of Xenon formerly mentioned, out of 
Macrobius his Saturmals, lib. 1. cap. 9. And this was the firſt of 
all the Grecian Colonies in the opinion of phe cod and he 
adds alſo, That neither had he found any Tran{nigration made 
by. the Barbarians before this. But therein we know Pauſanias 
miſtakes, and that Grece and all Exrope, after the _ De- 
; Uge, 
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 luge, was firſt inhabited by thoſe of the Poſterity of Niab,and 


ſpecially of Fapher, who came into the Weſtern Parts from the- 
Eaſt. And the Jones, a People ſo well known both in 4/e the 
leſs, and' in Grece, do fairly manifeſt by theic.very Name, that 
they were deſcended from Fawan, one of the Sons of Fapher. 
tow Fanus, the firſt.ereftor of Temples in Traly, was near 
about 200 years aſter Cecrops began firſt to reign in the Region 
of Attica, Yet I confeſs that Ju iter is ſaid to have gotten Lyca- 
on's Daughter, Cal:fo, with C it - and beſides Jupiter of Crete, 
Cicero makes mention of two Fupiters born in Arcadia ; 1 doubt 
one of them might be Lycaon's Brother, for - ſuch inceſtuous 
or og were too toofrequent amongſt thoſe Heathen called 
Gods. | | 

12. But conſider we what Payſanias writes in his Eliacis pri- 
oribus of. Saturn, Saturnum primum omnium Cet jy rs obtinuiſſe: 
That Saturn firſt of all obtained the Kingdom of Czlum, which 
we commonly render Heaven ; but it might be the name of a 
Country in Crete, like. as Olympia was a Country in Grece , 
where the hill Olympus was, which word Olympus is com- 
monly uſed by Poets to ſignifie Heaven. ZE: i» Olympia be- 
wines eos ( quod atreum genus nuncupatum eff ) Templum de- 
dicaſſe; 'To him the Men of the golden Ape dedicated a 


Temple in Ohmpia. Afﬀeer this Jupiter being born, his. Mo- 


ther committed him to the- Da#yles of 1da to be kept; theſe 
were four Brethren; 'of whom Hercules, called I4eus, was one, 
long before Hercules the Son of Ampbytrue. This Hercules as the - 
ſame Payſanias writes, was great Grandfather to Clymenus, who 
coming out. of Cree, firſt inſtituted the, Olympian Games, 50 
years after Deucakion's Flood, Now if we accompt 3o years to 
an Ape, as Lydiat doth, and that according to Clemens Alexan- 
drinus, it I miſtake not ; and that Chmenus was 3o years old ' 
at the-jnſtitution of theſe Olympian Games , from thence to the - 
Birth of Hercules, the fum of years ariſeth but to 120: Now 
by Lydiar's accompt Moſes led che-Children of Trael ont of E- 
gypt but 3o years after Dexcalion's Flood ; that is, 3o, years be-- 
tore Clywenys his inſtitution, at what time Moſes was 8o years 
old. Hence it folſows, that Hercules was not born above 20 
years before Moſes, nor this Saturn neither. For that Hercules 
to whom the tutalidge he was committed, might well 
be as old as Saturn himſelf, yet'this Hercules 142us had his name 
from the Hitl 14s in Cretez-and FOE in all likelyhood Joon 
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his Father, was the ſame that fled into [aly, and there was en- 
tertained by Jams, many years after Moſes. And whereas 
Pauſanias gives much Credit to Homer concerning Matters of 
Grece, why ſhould we not give as, much credit to /irgi/ concern- 
ing the Story of 7aly ? Yet that of Saturn's Entertainment by 
Fanzs is a Story very commonly received. Yet I confeſs-Dijo- 
dorms Siculus makes mention of a Saturn, and a Fupiter, and an 
Hercules, and Curetes Dat#yli in Phrzgia-z but upon what ground 
I know not, for Pau{anias doth not ; *and it ſeems from Cureres 
by Contraction came Cretes, and thence that Iſland of Crete 
might have his Name ; but I ſtand not upon this : Nay, I 


yield rather that it had its Name from-one Cres, who reigned - 


there at the ſame time that Inachxs reigned at Argos in Grece. 
It may be then the Curetes were the ſame with Creres. But ic is 


nothing ſtrange the Grecians Thould be found torun wild fome- 


cimes in their Accounts of times, conſidering that Cadmm was 
the firſt, who coming out- of Phenicis to Thebes, taught Greeks 
the uſe of Letters, as Euſebis writes in his Evangelical Prepara- 
tion, lib. 10. cap. 5. and Clemens Alexandrinw in the firſt Book 


of his Stromats, p. 306. Graco-lat. Though I know Diodorws 


Siculws minceth the Say Bags that he broughe amongſt . 


ther only a new Chara&er, belike for the Honour of the 
Greek Nation, being loth that the World ſhould take notice 
that they were beholden to the Phenzians for this... 

13. Before I have ſhewed out of Clemens Alexandrinus, that 
ſuch Structures as were firſt the Sepulchres of the Dead, after- 
wards, being enlarged to a greater Magnificence, came to be 
called the Temples of gods : And Arnobins, lib. 6. Quid quod 
multa ex hu templa que Thols ſunt aurew , & ſublimibus elata 


ray auttorum conſcriptionibus comprobatur, contegere cineres atq; | 
l/s 


& defunttorum efſe corporum ſepulchra, None patet & in promiu 
eſt, aut pro Diis immortalibus mortuvs vos colere, ant inexpiabilem 
fieri numinibus comtumeliam, quorum delubra.& templa, mortuorum 
ſuperlata ſunt buſts ? What ſhall we ſay to 'this, that man 
Temples which are built with golden Arches and lofty Rook, 
do cover Aſhes and Bones, -and that they are the Sepulchres of 
Men deceaſed, as it appears by the Writings of divers Authors? 
Is it not manifeſt and prone to conclude hereby, that either 
you worſhip dead. Men inſtead of gods, or that you do.the gods 
an Injury that catinot be expiated, in that you build their 
Temples upon the Sepulchres of the'dead ? Now the _ In- 

| | ance 
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Nance given in this kind by Clemens. A/exandrinus in his: Adaca- 
nition to. the Gentiles, I find to: be of the Temple of Afmears, 
which was the Sepylchrs of Acri/ivs. Now this Acrifius was the 
14th King of Argas, by the Account af ippien the Gramma- 
rian, alledged by Tatianus, and repreſented by Euſcbius, in the 
porch Book of his Epangelical Preparation, p. 493. Grecolat. 
And in the Fourth Generation after Danazs, who came out of 
Egypt unto Argos in Grece , upon the Confuſion cauſed in 
Egypt ,. partly by the Slaughter df che Firſt Born, and part- 
ly by the Deſtrution of Pharaoh and his- Egyptians in the 
Red Sea, when Moſes led the Children of 1racl through it, 
towards the Land of Canaan; by the Account of Mr. Lydias - 
in his Emendation of Times. And that which Appion writeth 
hereof, was out of Piolimeaus Mende/ius. Pauſanias in his Bzoti- 
ca [peaks of a Temple dedicated to Hercules ; but whereas ſome 
imagine, or might imagine that jt was a Temple dedicated to 
Hercules, the Son of Amphytrion, he profaeth that it was zul- 
towetuſtius, much more encient thanfo ; and therefore he can- 
ceives rather, the Dedication of it qught to be aſcribed to a ' 
more ancient Hercules, who was one of the 142i Da#yl:,. com- 
monly called Hercules Idaus. Now theſe 142; Da#yli were thols 
Cyretes to whole Care the Education of Fupirer was committed ; 
to wit, Fupiter Cretenſis, the Son of Saturn, who flyivg out of 
Crete and coming into Italy, was there entertained by Zanus.; 
which Janus reigned in Italy long after Moſes, as formerly hath 
been ſhewed. The ſame Pauſazigs inthe firſt of his Elacks, 
affirms, Pelops was the firſt that ereted'a Temple to Mercury 
in Peloponneſus ; and in his Bzoticis reports that one ron By- 
zantius, a Writer of Heroick Verſes and Elegies, had deliver- 
ed that Amphyon was the firſt of all Men that dedicated an Al- 
tar to Mercury, Now Pelaps is accounted but of the.ſame time 
with Acriſius King of Argos, the Fourth King after Danaus, by 
Euſebius in his Evangelical Preparation, lib. lo, p. 493. Gracalar. 
And the ſame Tatianus in the ſame place of Euſebius, maintains 
Moſes to have been before Amphyoy. But of all the Temples 
known to Pauſanies , the molt Ancient he profeſſeth to have 
been the Temple of Apollo Thearixs, which was the Troeze- 
nians.' For albeit he takes natice of gwo other Temples which 
were very ancient ; yet this, he faith, was much more ancient 
than they, and was reparted to have been buile by P3thivs, and 


as it was builc by him, fo it was adorned by him alſo. Now 
<t E 2 what 
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what time Pythias lived, he ſheweth forthwith, whet he ſaich, 
that Bellerophon coming to Troezene, where-Pi#thias reigned, *he - 
required of him e£tbra to be given him to Wife ;- but eZpeus 
married her-King of Athens, and ſhe became-the Mother of 


- Theſeus, as Robert Stephanus writes ; and Pellerophon was deprived 


of his Kingdom of Ephjra by Pretos King of Arges, as the 
fame Author writeth. Now this Pretus was the third King of 
Argos after Danaus, by Tatianus his account related by Euſebins, 


| Preparat. Evangel. lib. 10. and Danans 1s by Lidiat's Account 


fomewhat after Moſes. | 

14. But we proceed from the Grecjans to the Egyptians, be- 
cauſe they are ſuppoſed by ſome to have found:out and commus- 
nicated to others, the Names of Heatheniſh Gods, and firſt 
erected Temples and Altars to them, for ſo writes Cz/ius Rodi- - 
ginus, I. 18. c: 37. Traditur porro eAgyptios primes Deorum excis 
taſſe aras , conflaſſe ſimulacra, & Templa conſtruxiſſe : But this 
learned Antiquary (which is his uſual fault) tells us not his Au- 
thors. Probably Herodotus, lib. 2. e/Egiptis primi &* Deorum 
copnomina in uſu babuere, & ab illif Grac furrunt mutuati. Item . 
primi Dits & aras, & ſimulachra & delubra ſtatuere, And Paw 
ſanias in his Artics teſtifies, that amongſt the Greczans, the 
Athenians went beyond” all others in Devotion towards the - 
Gods. Atbenienſes Deorum cult, ſtudioque Religions longe ceteras 
ommes civitates anteire : And the Athenians had this from their 
King Cerops major, as Lidiat writes, Emend. temp: p. 18. Erat 
wero etiam Cecrops Magnus aufor ſuperſtitionis ac Idololatrie. This 
Cecrops was called Diphyes, becauſe he was genere partim <Aigyp- 
zius ;* by Parentage an Egyptian, and Coguaus out of Enfebius 
relates this'of Cecrops, That primus Fovem appellavit, ſimulacra re- 
periit, aram ſtatuit, vittimas immolavit, nequaquam iſt iuſmiodi re- 
bus in Gracia wiſts, Coqu. in Auguſtin. de Civit. Dei, I. 18. c. 8. 
Porphyry, that enemy of the Goſpel, was wont much to mag- 
nify a certain Hiſtorian named Sanconiatho : His Hiſtory was 
much commended by one Philo Biblius, who: added a Preface 
thereunto, wherein he writes, Barbarorum Antiquiſſimi Phenices 
imprimis & e/Egyptii, (a quibus ceteri deinceps 'populi morem illum 
accepere) im maximorum Deorum. loco eos omnes babuere, qui res. ad 
wvitam agendam- neceſſarias inveniſſent, quiq; beneficium- al:quod in gg- 


 .nus hamanum contuliſſent. Eos nimirum , quod  ſibi plurimorum 


bonoram autores eſſe perſuaderent, Divinis honoribus colnere ; ac tem. 
plorum uſu, que jam ante conſtrut}a fuerant, hoe ad munus officiumq; 
| ET rraducto; _ 
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* tradufto  colummas inſuper ftatuaſq; ligne as ipſorum nomine conſecra+ 
" runt, eogg precipue religions cultu profecuti ; feſtos ills quoque dies: 
' longe celeberrimos dedicarunt-. In quo eximium illud fuit,- Regums (u- 
orum nomina univerſi hujus elementis , ac quihuſdam eorum quibus - 
Yvinitatem ipſi tribuebant &mponerent. © Natirales wero Deos. Solem, 
Liam, reliquaſque Stellan errantes, cum Elomentis & ceteris cum 
eiiſdem affinit ate conjunttis, ſolos ex ommibus agnoſcebant ; ut mirtas-. 
les quidem alios, alios autem-immortales eos baberent. - Where ob« 
- ſerve four things: 1. "That the firſt Founders of Idolatry are- 
noted to be Phenicians- and. Egyptians, who were the poſterity 
of Ham by Mifraim and Canaan. 2. That Temples were not- 
at firſt built for the Gods, but having been-formerly buile for 
other uſes, were afterward turned to this-uſe ; and if. you ask- 
for what ufe they were at firſt built, I have nothing to anſwer 
but that of Clemens Alexandrinus, namely, that they were at firft 
built fos ſome great Perſons to he interr'd in after their deceaſe. 
3. That the firſt Gods adored by them, which he calls natural 
Gods, were the Lights of Heaven, eſpecially the Planets and - 
the Elements ; all which makes up the number'of. eleven, and 
they had but twelve in all; -now- who mighe (the Twelfth be 2 - 
was he the firſt mover of all? Arifforcle I am ſure, fo inter» 
preteththe Divinity of his Forefathers, as if by Sun and Moon, . 
and+ the reſt of the Planets ,- they meant- thoſe pure Minds 
which he-ealleth Intelligences ; and whom he.conceived to be - 
the Movers of - theſe Orbs'; but: withal he acknowledgeth-a 
firſt Mover, in the Contemplation of whom the PerfeRion of 
all the reft conſiſted... That was his-Device. by his Philoſophy 
to make the beſt conſtruction he could of the religious ways of: 
his Anceſtors. - But might not Pan be one of their Deities, and 
that a principal one 2? -yet this ſeems to denote.the whole Uni- 
verſe: Forit is too too true, that ſoon they fell away from the - 
Acknowledgement of the Creator to: worſhip- the Creature. 
And Evuſebus faith Preparat. Evangel. |. 3. c. 9. That as Orpheus 
took bis Diſcourſe of the Gods from the DoQrine of the-Egyptians.; 
fo he would have the world-to.be God, compounded of many Gods, 
according to the - ſeveral parts of the World. Laſtly, They came 
about to worſhip.their deceaſed Anceſtors with religious Ado- 
ration. And might not theſe be repreſented by the Images of 
thoſe Beaſts which were conſecrated. by them-?; This ſurely is - 
one ſpecial Interpretation, which Diodorns Siculw makes -of/ 
thoſe Beaſts,; which were ſo religiouſly; or: inpgriiionttry 
: "ER , EP wo 


ther, efteemed and reverenced by the 
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ples to them, that is, to the bruit Creatures which they wor- 


ther a Man doing Evil might be hid from God, made this An- 


eth the former Paſſage out of. Philo Biblius his Preface to Sar- 
- coniatho, to prove that at'the firſt, the very Heathens had no 


( 39) "a 
| yptians. And Dioge- * 
nes Laertims, Concerning the Devation of the Egyptians this ve- _ 
ry way, faith in the Proem to his Book of the Lives of Phila- £ 
ſophers, Staruas preterea & fana @ ſe fabricari fatentur quod ig- 
worent effigiem Dei: They make Images and Temples becau{.” 
they know not the Shape of God. Gas/abon, though he 'ac- 
knowledgeth the Sentence to be defective, yet he perfecteth it 
only thus ; #)zoxwefer 5 avis, they make Images and Tem- 


ſhip, becauſe the Images of God they could not, foraſmuch as 
they knew not the Shape of God. And indeed, no man hath 
feen God at any time, Foh. 1. 18. No, not God's own People, 
Foh. 5. 37. Ye have not heard God at any time, nor ſeen His ſhape, 
He is commended unto us as «%e/@- ©es, the inviſible God, - 
1 Tim. x. 17. Heb. 11. 27 Thales Mileſins was reputed wile in his 
time, Diogenes Laertizs writes that he had no Maſter, Ni/ quod 
eEgyptiis Sacerdotibus, e profetius, familiariter adbeſit': He was 
very familiar with the Egyptian Prieſts. Himſelf profeſſeth 
as much in his Epiſtle to Pheric:des ; and I willingly confefs two 
things were delivered by him concerning God very wilcly ; 
the one concerning his Providence, for being demanded, whe- 


fwer, Ne Cogitans quidem, No not ſo much as touching his 
Thought. The other concerning the Nature of God :. For 
being demanded 'what God was, he made this Anſwer, Quod - 
initio & fine caret 3 That which-is without beginning and with- 
out end. And indeed thus St. Paul ſeems to deſcribe the God- 
head ; namely, by his Eternal Power, when he faith, The 
eternal Power and Godhead bath been known from the Creation, be- 
ing conſidered m his Works, Rom. 1. 20. And Bradwardine 
maintains that the firſt Attribute of the Divine Nature is Ne- 
ceſſe Eſſe, of Neceſlary Being ; .as much as to ſay, Eternal, 
withouc Beginning and without End. Add to this what Euſe- 
bins writes, Evang- Preparat. l. 10; p. 451, Grecolat. Athenienſes 
e/Egypriorum Colomam babitos eſſe, cum alii tum Theopompus in tri- 
careno confirmat : That the Athenians were a Colony of the 
Egyptians, both others and alſo 7Theopowpw confirms in his 
Book entituled Tricarenum. _ | Z 
15. Come we then tw the Egyptians : Now Euſebius alledp- 


other 
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other Gods, bat the very Stars and Planets appearingand mo: 
ving in the Heavens :- And that the Name of ©:%; (God) ar 
the firſt was mas 7 ©zav, & currendo, from moving or running, 
the Planets and Stars copraſing all in the Courſe of Twenty 
ir Hours. He adds, that the very Scriptures do juſtifie this, * 
ſhewing what was the Curſe of Gentiles intheir Religious De- 
votions; namely, to worſhip'the whole Hoſte of Heaven ; 
And we know what Leſſon the Lord reads to his own People, 
Dent. 4. 19. Take beed left thou lift up thine eyes ro Heaven, and 
b when thou ſeeſt the Sum, and the Moon, and the Stars, with all 
the Hoſte of Heaven, ſhouldſt be driven to worſhip them , and to 
N ſerve them ; which the Lord thy God hath diſtributed to all people © 
=. that are under the whole Heaven. As much as to ſay, the Lord * 
a hath made them thy Servants : Nay, the Seevams of all Men 
/ 
, 


under the Cope of Heaven ; therefore take heed thou beeſt not 
carried away in the Courſe of Heatheniſh Blindneſs and Su- 
perftition, as to make them thy Lords and thy Gods. In the 
{ame place the Lord givesthem a Caveat, and admoniſheth them 
Wo: that they corrupt not themſelyes,and make not a graven Image, _ 
or reprefentation of any Figure, whether it be the Likeneſs of - 
| Male or Female, the Likeneſs of any Beaft that is on Earth, 
or Likeneſs of any feathered Foule, or the Likeneſs of any Fiſh 
chat is in the Waters beneath the Earth ; which gives ſhrewd 
Preſumption,that ſome ſuch Creatures were worſhipped amon 
the Egyptians from whence they came, -or in the Land of Ga- 
nam Whither they were traveling. - And Euſebius, Preparar. 
Ewangel. 1. 2. p. 49. Grzcolat. Reherfing out of Diedorus Sicu- 
tus, the feveral Creatures which were confecrated'/by the Egyp- 
tians , makes mention of Apis and Muevis Sacri Tauri , holy 
Bulls, and of Bosfeminsa Cow ; as alſo of Sheep ; yea, of 
the Goat, and Dog, and the Wolfe, and the Cat; and 
amonegft Birds, of. 15is, and the Hawke, and the Eagle, and 
of the Crocadile-that lives in the Waters: And that it was a 
capital Crime among them to kill any of thele. And p. 52. 
he adds 'out of the fame Dzodorss, that the Grecians Theolo- 
py began from Cams, whom he faith co have been after the 
days of Moſer, and that he faich may be clearly and evident- 
ly confirmed'; and hence concludes that all the Gods of 
t : Grecians were brought to light after the Days of 
Moſes. winks > Bowes 3 
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But concerning the_Antiquity of Temples among the Egyp-, ' 
<tians, Diogenes Laertius. in the Life of 'Clegbulus writes, that he Þ 
. was of Lindus, or as ſome ſaid, of Cares, and that he reſtored \,M 
the Temple of Minerva built by Danars ; the Paſſage is ſome-, *-Was 
what -imperſe&, -but made compleat by Canſabon, with refe« 
ence to that which Diodorus Siculuy writes , lib. 5. cap. 13. 
where he Writes, Danaus ex e/Egypio cum filiabus aufugiens in Lin-. 
diam Cypri appulit, [uſceptuſq; ab incolis, erefto. Minerve Templo,. 
ffatuam-ingentem dedicavit. He adds, that Gadmus about the 
fame time being ſent to Sea to ſeek Europa, did perform his 
Vows at the ſame Temple : Now Lidiat accounts Cadmus his 
leaving Phenicia and failing into Grece, to have been at the 
ſ>me-time that Foſhus entered the Land of Canaan with his-If- 
raelites, and on the ſame occaſion, aifrighted with the Invati- 
- on made by Joſhua; and that. Danazs his Expulſion out of Egypr 
by his Brother e£gyptus, was originally derived from the Con- 
fuſion that was brought upon the Land,by reaſon of the ſlaugh- 
ter ofthe Firſt Born among them, andthe Deſtru&ion of Pha-. 
ravh and. his Hoſte in the Red Sea. And in all likelihood this- 
Hrought great Confufion in Egyps, and among(tthe Seed Royal, 
whereupon ſore Contentions might ariſe, the ifſue whereof 
was as ſome prinaties, fo the expulſion of the Oppoſites : «£- 
gyptus himſelf being driven out afterwards, as he had been a 
means of driving out Danaus before. For ſo Pauſavias writes 
Patrze .and in Achiacis, e/Egyptum Aroenwveniſſe tradunt Patrenſes filiorum Iu - 
-Aroe are confettum cum ipſam Argorum nomen exhorreſceret, &* imprimis 2 
Jalleat. Danao fibi plurimum metneret. And after this there were two 
Temples of .Serapis built, and in one of them was ere&ed a 
Monument of «£gypras the Son of Belus. - Herodotus alcribes 
the building of this Temple at Lindus to Danaxs his Daughters, 
about the end of his Second Book. And whereas Diodorss Si. 
<ulus reports the Temple to have been built in the Ifland of Cy- 
,prus, Stephanus Bizantinus acknowledgeth no other City of 
Lindins or Lindia, but that at Rhodes. | © 
16. Euſebius in his gth. Book of his Prepar. Evangel. and cþ. 
25. Writes, that two Temples, one at Athens, another at Hel; 
opolisin Egypt, were built.by the Children of 1#ael in the-time 
-of their Bondage there. - But this he writes not- according to 
his own Judgment, only fers down the narration hereof out 
. of one Artapanus an Heathen Author. Now we have no Rea- 
Jon to give Credit to his Relation in this particular ; for albeic 
| the 
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the Children of 1b were oppreſſed with fore-Bondage, and 
+ had Cruel Task-maſters fet over them, who urged them to 

the making of Brick in abundance: Yet the ws a= expreſly 
Q tells us to what uſe theſe Bricks were employed, Exod. r. 11. 
"WL hey. did ſet Task-maRters over them, and they built the City 
Pithom and Raemſes for the Treaſures of Pharaob.' Thus they 
made them weary of their Lives by fore-Labour in Clay and 


"_ in Brick, and in all Work-in the Field; with all manner of Bon- 
dage, which they laid upon them moſt cruelly, as v. 14. | 
; Herodotus makes relation of one Menon the firſt King of Egypt 
who buile Memphis, and therein Templum Vulcani a Temple to 
- Vulcan great and memorable. And this I confeſs was moſt An- - 


cient, and long before the” days of Moſer, if it. be true which 
. there-is reported to him from the Prieſts of Egypr ;| namely, 
how they rehearſed to him out of a Book, the names of chree 
hundred and thirty __ beginning from this Aeon, and 
ending with Mews the Father of Seſoſtrx, who is' ſuppoſed to' 
be Shiſhak King of Egypt, mentioned in Scripture, who came 
[5-7 to Jeruſalem with a great Army and took it, and carried away 
all che golden Shields that King Solomon had made. The Pro- 
vidence of God being very remarkable herein, as it is com- 
mended unto us 2 Chrow. 12. 5, 6,7, 8. Now Shiſhak's Depo- 
pulation of F«dea, came to pals in che fifth year of Rehoboars 
and Feroboam, the year of the World 3029. by Lydiat, and 
3033 in Uſher. Yet this Shiſhak was the Succeſſor of Mews, 
the laſt of thofe three hundred and thirty Kings in Egype, whoſe 
names were related to Herodotws by the Prieſts of Egypr. - And 
this Menon King of Egypt in Herodotws, is made all one with 
Amoſis by Lydiat. I do'not here mention how Porphyry makes Zuſeb.Prep. 
\Moſes more ancient than Inachws, who is more ancient than this £v412e!- 
Amoſis; nor how Ajfricanws placeth him as Coztaneous to” 1 © # 
Oggges, . Nor how. Appion' the Grammarian makes him of the 
ſame time with Amor, as in whoſe days he ledithe Children ia. c. 15. 
of 7/rael out of Egype.. Though in truch-the: Paſtoral Nation, | 
which Manetho that Egyptian Hiſtorian mentioneth to have | 
| gone out of Fygypr, and planced themſelves in the Neighbour- 
. Country of Syria about. Feruſalem, were rather the Philiſtines, 
who came of the Caflucheans and Caphtoreans, who were-of 
the Egyptian Nation, and ſeized upon Paleftine, and Maritime 
Coalt of Fudea ; whoſe Trade m was the keeping of Sheep.” | 
| And ; 
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And to tlieſe tefers that of Herodotw. in the beginning of his 
Hiſtory; namely, that the Phenicians. cama from the Red-Sea, 
by 'Phenicians underſtanding Syrians. dwelling by the Sea-Coaſt 


from Caſſiol# the border of Egypr. But fhele things are more * 
clearly- and truly ſhewn by-Uſber in his Annals from A.M2 x 14,” 


&--feq. And how this was done in the days of Abrabam, many 
hundred years before Moſes. But if any Man ſhall hence con- 
clude, that therefore Temples 'were in "Egypt many hundred 


'years before Moſes, by the Teftimony of Herodorws. I anſwer, / 


That' Herodotws's Teſtimony proceeded upon the Faith of the 
' Egyptian Priefts and theic Regiſters, which deſerve no Credit 
wich us Chriſtians ; they making the King Menon to be many 
years\more ancient than the World. Yet-Lydiart ſhews how to 
ſalve: cheir Credic in a tolerable way ; namely, by ſuppoſing 
that the firſt reigning in Egype (which he takes to have been 
ſixty years after the Diſperfion of the Gentiles, which is a hun- 
dred fixty one years after. Noah's Flood) by. the Computation 
made by George and Conſtantine Manaſſes (out of the Fragments 
of ancient Hittortans, and. ſet down in their Chronicles) all 
were not goyerned under-one King; but look'how* many 
Cities ſo many Kings; like as Foſhua found it in the Land of 
Canaan, When heentred among them with the [raelites * And 
the Years of the Reigns of each King: mighe be: reckoned as 
ſucceeding one another, whereas indeed they reigned together 
in ſeveral-Dynaſties at the ſame time. As that which followeth 
in the Relation of thoſe Prieſts made to Herodetms ; namely, 
That in that vaſt ſpace of time the Sun changed his Courſe 
four times; as having twice riſen where now he ſets, and twice 


ſer where now he riſes; to aſtoniſh their Heaters with Legends- 


of great Admiration. They had an addition alſo, which was, 
That, before all theſe Kings, their Gods reigned, converſing 
familiarly with Men, and the laſt of them was Orw the Son of 
Oſru, The ſame Herodotas writes, That the Egyptians much 
differed from- the Grecians in the Eſtimation -of their Gods : 
- For whereas among the Grecians, the laft of their Gods were 
Hercules, and Dionyſw, and Pan: Contrariwiſe, among the 
Egyptians Pan was Veruftiſſimus , the moſt Ancient, even of 
the number of che firſt Rank, which were but eight; (and 
Latons was another of them, as elſewhere he tells us) Hercales 
was one of the: ſecond Rank, which were twelve in number ; 
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and Dionyſus of the.chird Rank, which cofitained ſuch as were 
bagotres of the farmer twelve : This Dzony/ivs is. O/rw, as be 
faith, whoſe Son Orae was the laſt of che Deities regaant among 


. the Egy tians, | OS; ITY £ = Dy -] 
WW, .17. of this Oſo Dido Siculns writes, which is alſo re- 
Yared by Euſchims in bs Preparat. Evengel- 1. 2c. 1. "That babuit 
Fouts. ; BuHlans parentibus ſacram dem, item Diu caters aurea 
Templa, which, carry a very ill Accent, that to. Fapiter and Juno 
his Parents, -he. ſhould dedicate a Holy Houſe only, and. to 
other Gods golden Temples. And withal he adds, That what- 
ſoever was indeed verified of Ofirs the Egyptian, that Orphew 
the Poet transferred unto Bacchas for the iS, of che Gre- 
Cians.; even to that Bacchs whom Fupiter begat of Semele Cad- 
mas his Daughter 3 as if Oſirs were no ancienter than ſo 5 but 
that Cadmus might have been his Grandfather. . Whereas we 
have very good Ground and Teſtimony, concerning the Anti- 
quity of Cadms,. as a Man unknown to the Grecians, till he 
Feft Phanicia, which was at the time that Foſhua entered the 
Land of Canaan with his great Hoſt of Iſraelites. And I do nat 
think the Gods of the Egyptians were a making in thoſe days. 
He was a great and a proud King that opprefled Jrael, and * 
we know what Miſchief befel him pF Ne ohags . Manitho 
makes mention of one Amenephs, King. of Egypt, whole For- 
tunes were, to be devoured of. a Sea-Horie ; Probably this 
was that Pharach who was drowned in the Red-Sea. Great 
Benefactors while they lived, were honoured. by- Heathens 
with Divine Honour after their Death ;_ but this Pharaoh was 
a Plague to the whole Land and People, and nothing | likely 
that any of his Poſtericy came to, be deifizd by rhe Egyptians ; 
and a long time after great Confuſion ſeized upon that Nation, 
witneſs Danaws flying out, of Egypt into Thebes in Greece, from 
— the Fury of his Brother e/EZgypras ; and after that Egypras him- 
ſelf leaving Bp10t, and coming into Patre in Greece, mourning 
for the loſs of his Children. And we read in Scripture of. the 
Gods of Egypt while Trae! lived under them, yea, and how they 
. were Corrupted by them. Ofirw was a great Euergetes, or Be- 
nefacor, chiefly for the Invention of Tiling of the Ground, 

and Planting of Grapes, that of Virgil. Georgic. 1.—Uncique 
monſtrator aratri ; touching the firft Inventer of the Plow. Ir 
was well, ſaith Serviws,' that he ——_ not his name, bur 
2 in 


| Þ 


1 C2363. wa 
iQ. general ſaith, The Boy that found. it out..., For it was not- 
one Body that acquainted all' the Worlkd"with the Plow, but 


divers Perſons in divers Places. And if you ask who is chiefly . - * 


others Oſra, Which is the truer of che x in the Judgment of  »Wp* 


meant here: His anſwer is, That fome fay Triptolemas , 


Servizs. © So Sabinw Pliny relates, Thay Bizeſer the Athenian” 
fome that Triptolemws did this: But the Tradition is, That Ofra 
was the firſt of all Mortals who Plowed with Oren, in memo- 
rial whereof, two Oxen are honoured of the Egyptians, ps 
in the City Memphis, and Meurs in Heliopols ; and in the Offices 
of Ifis Ears of Corn are carried before, and 'in the time of 
Harveſt Ears of Corn are conſecrated unto her. ' Now Is was 
the Siſter of Ofirs, faith Pomponins, though that by the way is 
buc a Figment, and Prob. confirms the fame. Nevertheleſs 
fome have ſeemed to ſmell a Myſtery in this. And Czlizs Ro- 
diginxs, lib. 5. c. 12. obſerves, That before the Temples of the 
Egyptians was wont to be placed the: Figure of Sphinx, to ſig- 
nifte thereby, that the Wiſdom of theic Theology was obſcure, 
and veſted in Fables; and that in the City Saz there is a 'Tem- 
ple of Palles (which fome think to be Pallas) that hath this In- 
ſcription in the Face of it, 1 am that which was, and uv, and: 
ſhall be ; my Veil no Mortal Man bath ever unfolded. Yet I con- 
ceive theſe to be but Iltufions of Satan, to blanch and ſec a faic 
Face upon foul things, under the Pretence: of Myſterious Signi- 
fications. Calimns adds the Opinion of ſome to have-been, That 
by Ofirs is meant no other thing than the River Nilzs, the over- 
flowing whereof, and the Mud which. ic brings foiling it, is a- 
great means for the enriching of that Land. The ſame Inter- 
pretation is made by Euſebiws, Preparat. Evangel. 1.3. c.1o.p.I1g. 
And Ssidas on the word Seraps writes, Hunc Deum alii Fovem 
eſſe dixerunt, alii Nilum propter modium quod in capite babet, & 
cubilum, menſuram aqua ſcilicet, alii vero Foſeph. And in Forſte- 


7s there is a fair Derivation of Ofirs from the Hebrew WON 


hos ille ; for under fach a ſhape he was worſhipped ; and We 
is in Hebrew the uſual name of the River Nils, by reaſon of 
the blackneſs of the Mud which it brings with it. Others con-. 
ceive Of and 15; to ſignifie the Sun and Moon ; and firſt, 
theſe natural things being glorious to. behold, were adored and 
invoked by them, according to- that in YVirg/, ; 
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Lumina labentem Clo que ducitis annum- 

Liber & alma Ceres, weſtro {6 munere tellus 
_ -Chaoniam pingul\glandem mutavit ariſt a ' 

Poculaque imv Acheloia miſcuit wo. 
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Here Liber and alma Ceres are no other than the Sun and 
Moon ; and 16s and Ceres are all one, Euſeb. Preparat. Evanged. 
]. 2.c. 1. and the ſame things are attributed ta them in their | 
kind by the * Poet, . which are ufually attributed co Ofrs and * Martia- 
16s.in their kind by Hiſtorians. Namely, the Profpering and op 4 
Maturating of Corn and Wine, according to their ſeveral pro- o_ wy _ 
per Seaſons, wherein they are to be Sown or Planted, and the ,,,;, x; 
Fruit thereof to be expected. ' But leave we the Myſterious us, Mem- 
Signification, and come to the Hiſtorical Truth. Lyd;at thinks phis vene-' 
that: Menon the firſt King reigning over all t, by what va- — Of 
riety of names ſoever called (wherein there 1s ftound' very great 
Variety as he ſhews) was the Man that married 15s, and com- 

monly received to be Ofirz, or Scraps ; for theſe rwo are both. 
one. But others conjequre, that Seraps being repreſented 
bearing a Buſhel upon his Head , doth fairly ſignifie © Foſeph, 
who was ſo great a Benefactor to the whole Land of Egypr, and 
to King Pharaob himſelf; and that eſpecially in providing Corn. 
for them againſt the ſeven ſore years of Famine ; and that by. a: 
wiſe-managing of the abundance of the ſeven plentiful years. 
And this hath peculiar reference to that very particular which. 
made O/irs ſo renowned, namely, -the Proviſion of Corn ; and 
he was married to Aſenath, which taking away the laft Syllable, 
founds very near to [#; the Daughter of Poripherab Prieſt of 
Oz, and the laſt two Syllables of his name comes near to Phoron- 
the Argive, whoſe Siſter as ſome ſay, or Daughter as others 
ſay ſhe-was ; - and that from Pharonew the Argive, the Kings 
of Egypt took the name of Pharaoh, Lydiat conjeures.: Schindler 
ſaith it ſignifies i-muntm eſſe, to be free from Taxes and Impo- 
ſitions, which is the Prerogative of Abſolute. Kings; and-it 
may ſeem'to ſome, that in. the ſeven plentiful years, Pharaoh 
cook up the fifth part of all their Increaſe throughout the Land, 
by vertue of his abſolute Regal Prerogative. I am not ac- 
quainted with the manner ofthe Government of Eg yp: RO 

ays 3: 


- .-to his ſingular great Advantage (as appeargd by the event) Corn, 
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days: But that the fiſth part.was rather bought by the King, 
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being lictle worth in thoſe plentiful years 5 I have this reafon | 
out of the Holy Text. For we carfng when the years of. 


Dearth came, the Egyptians were at jength driven tp fell the'# 
Land, after they had- fold their Catile, and all means faiied 
them : And Foſeph bought all their Land for. the King, pro- 
viding them Corn for their preſent Neceflity, both for Food 
and Sowing their Land; and the Bargain was this, They 
- ſhould have the uſe of the Land till, only-the fifth part of their 
Increaſe they ſhould pay unto the King. Now: if he had bue 
a fifth part of the Harveſt after the Land was his, and: he gave 
them the uſe of it; How unlikely: is it, that by vertue of his 
Royal Prerogative, he -either could or did take the ſame Pro- 
portion when the Land was none of his, but-theirs, for- in this 
caſe ic had been but a very ill Purchaſe, if hereby he had -no 
more than he had formerly right unto, when as yet he had 
paid nothing for ic. And this is the more unlikely, conſidering 
what courſe was taken to make the Purchaſe good ; and that 
no Man might plead Right of Inheritance thereuntoz for he. 
changed their Habitations, ſo that albeit they might have as 
much Land as they had before ; yet they had not each one the 
ſame Land which he enjoyed before. | 
18. Euſebics ſaith, that Seraps had upon his Head diſcum, as 
the Latin renders it : But Alexander ab Alexandro, 1.4. c. 12. 
of his Genial days, Eeypii Serapidi modium appotuunt ſupra capt. 
The Egyptians repreſent Seraps with a Buſhel upon his Head, 
bur like enough both took it from Sxidas, and it is mentioned 
by Ludovicw Vives upon Auſt. de Civit. Dei, 1; 18. c. 5. and 
the-truth is in Coguem upon Auſtin de Civit, Dei, 1.18.c.5. writes 
The ſame in theſe words, Nonnulli Serapin efſe wolunt Toſeph con- 
ſecratum, immani Sepulchro & fano exornatum, in quo bos nutrieha- 
Tur in agriculture Symbolum,quod famem ſeptennem ſingulari pruden- 
tia ab eAgyptics detuliſſet. And this might be a very congruous 
| Memorial of Ofirs, of whom it is wricten by divers, that pre- 
mus mortalium boves aratro junxit 3; the firſt who taught the 
World to Plow with Oxen: And for this cauſe the Oxe Apis, 
might be a fit Emblem of him, and of all ſuch who ever-ſince 
have provided the People with Bread. Like as MMenenias Agrippa 
(if my Memory fail me not) was the Man who for the like / 
: Service 
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Service was honoured BY the Romans, with making Coins in” 
is name, and che Inſcription of an Oxe upon one ſide of it : 
WF And in this reſpet _ (as Dr. Reynolds obſerves) might” the Ira- 

Wices think to repreſent God in the form of a young Bullock in 
th&\Wilderneſs, to notifie thereby, that "God who provided 
Manna for them in the Wilderneſs. And it is like enough, 
"that if the Egyptians had an 4ps in thoſe days, fome Oxe or 
other which they worſhipped , .they by the Egyptians mighe 
be acquainted with the meaning of ic, as a Memorial of Ofira 
who taught them to Plow- theic Ground with Oxen, that fo 
with greater eaſe they might have Corn yearly in abundance. 
5 Yec I deny nat but Foſeph deſerved to be in everlaſting remem- 
brance with them for this very cauſe. But the Text faith, A 
new King aroſe that knew not Foſeph ; and _ all Ir acl de- 
ſerved well at 'the Egyprians hands for Foſeph's ſake 5 yet we 
know how proudly they dealt with them, and how barbarouſly 
they carried themſelves toward them, not only opprefling them 
with Burthens, but cauſing their Male children to be caſt into 
the River Nilme, even Foſeph's, who was a greater Bleſling to- 
them, and to. their King eſpecially, than ever the River Nilze 
was; and the People of 1rae/-might have been ſo ſtill, had 
they uſed them well; for ten Perſons fach as Lot had ſaved 
Sodom ; how much more 600000, And truly Pineda upon Fob 
ts of Opinion, that this Pharaoh. was that Buſirar King of Egypr, 
of whole Barbarouſneſs in Sacrificing Strangers that came into 
his Country, the World ſo much calkt of. Surely. had they 
made a God of Foſeph, they would not have plaid the Devils ; 
yea, ſuch arrane Devils wich his Poſterity. But the Lord, to- 
make them amends in a congruous way, firſt turned the Water 
of Nils into Blood,-a fair means to revive the remembrance 
of their Mercileſs Courſe in Drowning the Hebrew Children ; 
but when that would not ſerve the turn to bring them to Re- 
pentance, the Lord drowned Pharaob and his Hoſt inthe Red-- 
Sea : So periſh all thine Enemies, O Lord, but Grace, and 
Pans and plenteous Redemption ever be upon the true Tree 
of God. n 
19. Yet I rather think Ofirs to have been more ancient than 
Foſeph ; Sure I am they had their Gods in the days of Moſes, zxod:6.26;. 
by whom the Children of Jae} were corrupted; and Hebrew 
Shepherds were an Abomination to the Egyptians, not only M Gen-46:36+ : 
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the days of Moſes, but in the days of? ſeph. And. Herodotas « 
. Writes, Now eoſdem Deos ſimiliter 'colunt evi f eEgyptii preter " 

Tiedem & Ofiridem quem Bacchum eſſe aiynt, Hos perzque univerſi þ / 
colunt: Herein they all agreed in wbrſhipping 1 and Ofirg,,# 
not ſo-in the worſhipping of other Gbds. So that I am cqa- 
tent to tread in Mr, Lydiat's ſteps, that the firſt King of Egype * 
Menon, or Ammon, or Amoſis, or Amuris, or Amenophs, to have 
been the Egyptians O/ir#, whoſe Memorial was'an Oxe ; be. 
cauſe he was primm omnium mortalium qui boves -aratro junxerat, 
the firſt that caught Men to ' Plow with Oxen ; and thence 
might his name be derived, namely from WIT hos, as Forſte- 
rs conceivesz and Seraps, which at firſt was Soraps, from 
Eggs and Apis; for as Snidas faith, Sepulchrum bujus Apidis in 
quo eff ejus corpis conditum, Alexandriam tranſlatum eft ; after- 
wards by Corruption it came to be called Saraps, and laft of 
all Seraps ; and that Js his Queen was I Argiva , the Story 
of whom the. Poet calls 4rgumentum ingens mm Virgil, where- 
with drawn to the Life, he teigns Turnws his Buckler was flou- 
riſhed, when he came into the Field againſt .£nexr; and 
that becauſe he was the Progeny of Acrifize and Inachus Kings 
of Argos; 


At Ievem clypeum ſublatis cornibus 1o 

Auro inſignibat, jam ſetis obſits, jam Bos, 
Argumentum ingens, & caſtos Virgins Argos 
Celataque amnem fundens Pater Inachus urna. 


For whereas Poets feign, that {o was turned into an Oxe by 
Fupiter being found by Fun, the truth ſeems to be no other 
chan this ; Ofirs was that Fupiter, and being repreſented by Bos 
21455 no marvel if hereupon ſhe becoming his Wife, they 
Feigned her to -be turned into Bos femina, And wheress it is 
further feigned, that Argos was ſet by Fano to watch her ; this 
 drgos fairly repreſents Ofirs alſo her Husband, under another 
Notion, -namely, as in an Hieroglyphical Interpretation he is 
caken for the Sun. For ſuch was the Oxe repreſenting Ofir«s 
full of white Spots, and whoſe Hair was towards the” Head ; 
ro ſignifie the Sun's proper Motion from Weſt to Eaſt, con- 
rrary to the general Motion of the Heavens from Eaſt to Welt, 
G@hough Aſtronomers think otherwiſe in theſe days.) Andthe 
Stars of Heaven, by Arifforles Doctrine, receive their _ 
| | R rom 
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his Father was Of#4: the great God of the Epyprians, as before 
0 that.the Gods of Egypr ins Moſes his 


on Auſtin, + Civit. Dei, hb. 18.c. 33 Pauſanias affirmeth; (laith 
he)chat ſhe was the Daughter of Fafa the ſixth King of Argos. 


her 7aſtam wirginem 3. as much as to ſay, the Daughter of Faflus 3 
yet the might, be called. Inechidesnevertheleis, becauſe. the de-- 
frended from Isachxe,, who was the firſt Founder of that King- 
dvm, and' Author of cheir Nobility; He gives alſo another 
Reaſon drawn from the'Teſfimony of Euſebiwe. bbth- in. his 
Chronicles, and ih his tenth Book. of Evangelical Preparation; 
_ reſtifying, , that this Fs.lived_in the days of. Triapae the ſeventh 
King. of Argos, 400 years after Inachw, And indeed thus Lfind 
it in P, auſanias inchis.Corinthiacks,s 8. that. 7r iapas had ewo Sons, 
Fafa and Agenow ; and that Fo a the Daughter of Foſw, o_ 


_ 
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ſo two Ages afier Trizpas, and but one, before Danazs,, wh 
was after the time of Mofes his leading.t Children of Trael out 
cf Egypt, which I willingly confefs is nothing probable z and 
though this be to my greater advantagefjin this preſent Argu- 
ment, yet I chooſe rather to hold with Flr. Lydiare ſtill ; fo 
utterly. improbable and unlikely it 1s tHac Pharoah, wha was 
drowned in the . Red-Sea, or his Father, either was O/irs, -the 


. times of Moſes and of Foſtph are fo congenerous as touching the 
' ſams Superiticions in courſe among the Egyptians. And. as 


touching Panſanias this I find ; that howſoever he writes thus 
in his Corinthiacks, yet in his firſt Book called Attica, reckoning 
up the Statues which were found in the Town of the Arhen;- 


ans, two were of Women, Jos the Daughter of Inachws, and Ca- 


lifto the Daughter of Ly:aon ; whoſe Fortunes, he faith, were 
repreſented to be much the ſame, both as touching Fupiter's 
Love and F«no's Wrath, and the Metamorphoſis of each, the 


one into a Cow, the other into a Bear. | But then you will ſay, 


the more antient Ofrris was, the more evident it is that Tem« 
ples were in uſe long before Moſer, yea divers hundred years. 
Whereto I anſwer, though I grant the greateſt Antiquity af: 
cribed to them, and do. not help my felf with Teſtimonies out 
of the antient Fathers, as Clemens Alexanarinus, lib. 1. Stromart., 
Tertullian in his Apology, cap. 9. 7uſtinas in his Oration againſt 
the Gentiles, and Tarianus in his Oration againſt the Greeks, 
and Epiphanims in his firſt Book againſt Hereſies, | yea and of 
divers prophane Authors alledged by Euſebizs in his tenth Book 
of Evangelical Preparation, and third Chapter, all teſtifying 
that Inachus King of Argos reigned in the days of Moſes: be. 
cauſe Þachwus, by the computation of times, was much elder, 
for-which v. Uſber, 4.4. 2174. Yet Diodoras his Teſtimony, 
of a Temple built by Ofirs himſelf, deſerves na credit ; for he 
Coth but relate what he heard from the Prieſts of Egypt, who 
told Herodotus, that between Oras his Reign, and that ancient 
Amoſis we ſpeak of, {Contemporary to Inachus) there were no 
leſs than 15000 years. And as for Fupiter and Juno, we know 
ſuch Deities received by the Egyptians, were no other than 
Ofiris and 16s themſelves, which all the Egyptians worſhipt, as 
Herodotws teſtifies; fo did they not any other God. And if 
there were any ſuch building of Temples in Egypt in thoſe an- 
cient times, when the 1/raclires were ſo much imployed in mor 

| - ing 
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king of ſuch ſtore of Prick, in all likelyhood theſe Bricks would 
have been imployed about ſuch ſacred uſes z but the Scripture 
ceftifies. that they were imployed about the building of certain 
Cities, to be made Store houſes for the King, Ir is true, Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus' Was to 1eek whether Phoronews or AMerops was 
the firft Founder of Temples : Phoronews, we know, was the Son 
of” Inachus, and ſecond King of Argos, and Brother to Fo or 
Tis 3 but who Merops was, I have had much ado to find, from 
the word weitev to divide, and 4. a-voice ; of wen drlpsrmr 
we read in Homer, as an attribute of Men, who alone of all 
bodily Creatures diſtinguiſh the Voice, into Words, Syllables, 
and fingle Letters; whence ir is called articulace, conliſting as 
it were of ſeveral joints, as Czlius Rodiginus writeth ; who by 
the way tells of a Cardinal (4ſcainus by name) who had a Par- 
rot which coſt him roo Crowns, that could repeat the Apo- 
ftles Creed diſtin&tly and accurately. I wonder of what Spiric 
he was, that took ſuch pains to teach a Parrot ſuch a lefſon : 
I prefume he was none of St. Francs his Auditors, a part of 
whoſe Legend it'is, | that he would preach the Goſpel even to 
ruic Creatures, ſo great was his defire of the Salvation” of all, 
The other Interpretation Rodiginus gives of the former Etymo- 
logy isin' reference to the Diviſion of Languages, upon the 
building of Babel 101 years after the Flood ; and both of chem 
are very ingenious in my judgment. But concerning any Per- 
ſon whoſe proper name was Merops, 1 find nothing in Cz/;us, 
nor in divers others. But in Stephanus Bizantinus mi mor, 1 
find Mereps himſelf, ſaid to be the Son of Triopas, and from him 
the People of Coos called AMeropes, and that Iſland ierops ; and 
ſo, much about che time of F« the ſecond, whom Ex/ebizs ob- 
ſerves to have lived in the days of Triopzs, as Ludovicus Vives 
relates upon the 18th Book of Auſtin, de Civitate Dez, and the 
third Chapter. Antoninus Liberals, in his Metainorphotes, makes 
this Merops to be coxtaneous to Fupiter, for thus he writes, 
Num. 36. as It is tranſlated (for he is a Gre:k Author; } 
TFupiter poſtquam Titanibus pulſis, Saturno regnum ademit, Argem 
(que mammam ei prebuitt) immortalitate donavit, & ejus imago 
extat in aſtrs: aureum autemcanem Templi Cretenſis cuſtodie, pra» 
fecit. - Hunc ſuffuratus Pandareus Meropis filius in Sipylam adduxit, 
Cuſtediendumg; dedit Tantalo Fours & Plutus filio 3 cum autem ali- 
quanto poſt tempore Pandarens in Sipylum weniſſet, canerq; re Pry ; 
| 2 an- 
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Tantalis deyoſiturm ejuravit. So that the Son of - Merege by this - 
Author's accompt was. but cooetancous 'toliTantalas, who was 
the Father -of PeJops, Grandfather to 4gamemnon, chief of the 
Grecians at the Trojaw War. Now touchipg Clemens Alexandri-. 
us, he was to ſeek whether it were Phoroneus or Merops, or .. 
fome other, qui eis poſucrunt templa, who erected Temples.  Be- 
"like he had ſome evidence that made him incline to think, that 
Phoroneus was the firſt ; other evidence that ſwayed him ano- 
ther way, and made him think Merops was the firſt 3- and. third, 
ly, he had ſome. ground to conceive that neither of theſe bur 
fome other, after both theſe, was the firſt. Now of theſe Evi- 
dences we can ſay nothing by way of examining them, becauſe 
we do not know them. Arnobixs in his ſixth Book ſpecifies three. 
by name, in queſtion about the primacy of building Temples, 
and they are Phoronexs not Argivm, (of whom TI underſtand 
Clemens Alcxandrings to have delivered his mind in this Argu- - 
ment) but Phoronexs Egyptizs ; the other two. mentioned by him: - 
are Merops, mentioned: by Clemens Alexandrinxs ; and the third 
and laſt eAacus, who as he is placed after the former two, or- 
dered according to. their Age 3 fo.it ſeems he was later that 
both the former. And for the laſt of the three to be the firſt 
in this kind of Devotion, he alledgeth no.meaner Author than: 
Varro'; who was commonly accounted the moſt learned of all 
the Latins, Now e£acus was but the Grandfather of. Achilles, 
and ſo but two Generations before the Wars of Trey, which in 
common accompt, is not above.66 or 67 years; whereas Mdo-- 
ſes led the Children of Jae! out of Egypt above 3oo years be» 
fore the Wars of Troy. Therefore when, Yarro writes, as Auſtin 
reports him, de Civit. Dez, lib. 18, cap. 3. that the Sicyonians did: 
ſacrifice at the Sepulchre of Thurimachus, the 7th King of the 
Sicyonians ; ſurely at that time there was:no Temple built at 
that Sepulchre, for ought Yarro found in. all his reading. And 
again, when Auſtin faith, in the ſame place, that when Phegons 
the Brother of Phoroneus was dead, theie was a: Temple built 
at his Sepulchre, by reaſon (as he gueſſeth) that. Phegous . 
was a devout Prince, and had in his time ereted Chappels for 
Divine Service, he had not this from YVarro ; nay Yarro acknow- 
Tedgeth no Temples, until many years after. . Not.to mention 
that both Clemens and Arnobius thought it mare likely that Pho- 
ronews rather than his Brother. was the firſt. Erector of Temples, . 


yet 
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yet neither of them: had any face and certzin grounds for their - 


Opinians. - EEO - 
© 20. Thus muchconcerningtheGreciencand Egyptians; fome- - 
” thing remains to-be-addha eoncerning the Afjrians and Babylo- 
zians, and the Original of Temples amongſt them alſo: Dio- 
dorus Sieulus, lib. 2. cap. 4. writing of Semiramis arid het building 
of Babylon, adds that, I» wrbis medio templum Fovi erexit quent 
wocant Babylonii Belum'; In the midft of the City ſhe bnik a 
Temple to 7upiter, whom the Babylonians call Bekes : But with- 
al he faith that of this Temple, Nibil cert# pronuntiari piteff, cans - 
& Seriptores diſcordent, & opus ipſum vetuſtate collapſum fit 3 No-- 
thing can certainly- be affirmed, conſidering that Writers dif- 
fer, and the Work it ſolfis fallen to decay through Age. He-" 
rodotus allo makes mention of the Temple of Bel, but-he makes 
no mention of him that built itz and as for Sermiranis, Hero-- 
dotus makes her to precede Norris but five Ages, which is ſhore. 
of 205 years ; for three Ages makes an roo years by- his Ac- 
compt. And Niocris he writes to have been the Mother of 

' Labynitus, againft whom: Cyrus waged War. Now Cyrus we - 
know took Babylon whilſt Belſhazzar- reigned, who alſo was: 
ſlain that night wherein Babylon was entred into-by the Perſians," 
through the Channel of the River Ezphrates, whote ſtream was 
turned another- way"by the Army of Cyrus; yet we: confeſs 
the. Babylonian Monarchy was-far more ancient thaw this Serpi- 
ramis Herodotus wiitesof (and that by Scriptureevidence)having 
been founded by: Nimrod, that mighty hunter before the- Lord, - 
whom fome: conceive to be: Belus Babylonius3; and I nothing) 
doubt but the-remembrance of. fo: grear a Man; andthe: ficlt 
Monarch, might be preſerved by figuresmade:of him, andtheſe 
figures become Idols ; like as in:the days of: Stw,yeazand' Noah, 
alſo Idol: were among the-Poſterity: of Sem, in wrghe am of 
Terah, The beginning of Nimrod's Monarchy: is placed/ by 
Lydiat and: Uſher the 14th year after the Diſperſion-of the-Peo- 
ple through'\the-confuſion: of Tongues;. that is-1115; years: after 
the Flood, 185 before the Death-of Neab;- and: 335 before the- 
Death of- Sem ; which they ground: on«the: Babylonian Antiqui- 
ties, ſearcht- into by. Call; benes the-Philoſopher, -and Follower - 
of: Hlexander in his Perſian War: for he found by his Calculation: 
of thoſe Antiquities, that the Babylonian Monarchy begari 1903 
years before: Babylon' was taken: by Alexander. Samay = 
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the 4ſhrien Monarchy began, as Scri ture teſtifies, Gey. To. + 
for Moſes having mention'd the feginning of - Nimrod's 
Kingdom to have be:n Babel, 'and Frech, and Accad,* and 
Calne in the. Lanf of :Shinar, -wer. (10; he forthwith adds, 
that out of that-Land (to: wit - the Land - of Shinar) went 
Aſhur and built Nzneveh, and the City Rehoboth, and Calab: 
This Afbur was the Second- Son of Sem, wer. 22. -It is 
thought his Eldeſt Son was Ninus the Firſt, from whoſe Name 
was the Name Nine given to the City built by him ; and 
Ninive I find is all one with Nmus, in Herodotus, whole King- 
dom began 1360 years before Lycargus gave:Laws to the Spar- 
tans, according to the Computation of George the Monk,- men- 
tion'd by Scaliger, with one years only difference, provided: 
we underſtand Aſhur to have reigned 69 before his Son Ninus ; 
and from the firlt of Ninus, to Lycurgus his giving Laws, are 
1300 years: And which Act of Lycurgus- was 97 years before' 
the Account ,of Iphitus his Olympiads began. - Now this was 
1485 years before the-Reign of the latter Belus Babylonims, - Be« 
ladan, or Nabonazar by Name, who in all likely hood was that 
Belus which Herodotus ſpeaks of, and Diodorus Siculws, For this 
Baladan, or Nabonazar, the fſzcond Babylonian Belus, began his 
Reign but the twelfth year of Forhbam King of Judah, a litcle 
before the Foundation of the Walls of Rome was laid by Romylas. 
But.-whereas Sca/iger conceives there were two Dinaſties in Ba-' 
bylenia, one ſucceeding the other 368 years before the moſt an-' 
cient Belus, whom yet he accounts more ancient by 125 years 
than the Computation of Calyſthenes doth reach unto : This 
Lydiat conceives to have no colour of Truth. | And thus I have 
diſpatched this Enquiry about the Antiquity of Temples,according 
to my Power, and preſent Leiſure. | 
Yet-I deny not, but that as Men, before there were any 
Temples, did worſhip their deceaſed Anceſtors, and offer Sa- 
crifices at their Sepulchres ; as Auguſtine teſtifies they did, ac-' 
cording unto Yarro his Obſervations, de Civir. Dei, lib. 18. c. 3. 
Apud ſepulcbrum ſeptimi ſui Regis Thurimachi ; ſacrificare Sicionois. 
ſolere, The Scythians were wont to facritice at the Sepulchre of 
cheir Seventh King; Thurimachus, which Thurimachus is {aid to 
have reigned among(t the Sicyonians before Inachus reigned ' 
amongſt che Argives ; tho others make Inachus, the Firſt King 
of Argos, to be more ancient than «/£gialens, Firſt King cf the 
| S1cyonians, 
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Sicyonians, 28 Ludovieys Vives relates, upon the 18th, Book of 
Auſtin, de Cruit. Dei, 3p. 3. And-Pauſanias, in his Corintbiacks, 
pag. 54. ſhews where «4 the Sepulchre of Phoroneus ; and adds, 
' Phoroneo quoque noſtra etiamnum tate parentant, to this. day they 
do offer Sacrifice to Phoroneas, to wit, at his Sepulchre : And. 
no marvel if they were of their Opinion, who knew no other 
Gods, than the Ghoſts of Dead Men, from whom they received 
Anſwers, lying over their Graves, as 44elo and others write of 
certain People of Africa, call'd Augite. Likewiſe, I deny not, 
but chat in proceſs of time, the Sepulchres of great Men were. 
fair Houſes or Stra&ures, built to no other end, but that the 
Bodies of great Perſonages might lie therein, as it were in State. 
Snch were the Manuſolaa Regum Sepulchra, laith Celius Rodiginus, 
I. 9. c. 10. the Sepulchres of Kings; the firſt of them, Mau- 
foleam, having its Name from 1auſolas (as tlie ſame Author 
writeth, 4 23. c.6.) King of Halicarnaſſus, as Pauſanias relates 
in his Arcadia; and he adds, that it was built ea operss magnitu- 
dine, atque omni ornamentorum magnificentia, ut Romani rei mirar 
culo addutti, magnificentiſſima queque apud ſe manumenta, Mauſolea 
appellarint ; Sogreat, and ſo adorned, that the Romans admiring 
ic, afterwards called all ſuch-magmificent Monuments . by the 
Name of Mauſoles : And he writes ſtrange things of the Se. 
pulcher of one Helena an Hebrew Woman in Feru/alem, before 
it was deſtroyed by Adriay. And Lilius Giraldus, in his Book 
de Vario Sepeliendi ritu, Writes, that Temples and Churches had 
their Original from hence 3 his words are theſe, Fuit werd u/que 
 adco antiquis ſepulchrorum cura, ut non aliunds templorum & ſacra- 
rum edium originem dedutFam, diligentiſſimi ſcriptores tradant, Enu- 
ſebius &* LaFantius. Qua de re & Clemens Alexandraus in adbor- 
tatione ad Grecos, ſi ita refte meg|p:n\| nov _interpretamur, ic ſcriptum 
reliquit 3 Superſtitio (inquit) Templa condere perſuaſit que enim prius. 
hominum ſepulchra fuerunt, magnificentius condita Templorum appel+ 
Lxtione wocata ſunt. Nam apud Lariſſeam civitatem in arce in 
Templo Palladis Achriſis ſepulchrum fuit quad nunc ſacrarii loco cele- 
bratur. In arce quoque Athenien/i ut eff ab Anticcho in nono- Hiſto- 
riarum ſeriptum, Cecropis, ſepulchrum fuit. In Templo vera. Palladis 
jacet Erichthonius. ' I/marus autem Eumolpi atque Daire filius in 
Eleuſine una cum Celei natabus ſepultus, &* reliqua, que multa 
Clemens collegit & ab eo Euſebius que in Latinis codictbus non ha- 
bentur, He adds, That as Temples, fo Images and Idols (as 
| Eh touching. * 
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- tonchipg the publick uſe of them) tooktheir Originals fron 
ckies Ago Athens Diop 7 es the >> A alien ; 

- inſhis Books of Anriquities, for the Proþf of this But whether + 
© there were ſuch in Epypr in the days of Foſeph, or Moſes, T am 
very uncertain : Su W> the had their Bull Apis, ſevered and 
kept in a Place by himſelf; this required only Septurm, a Place 
compaſſed about with a Wall, where might be allo ſome Place 
of Succour, with a Covering to reſort unto in time of Rain, 
Hail, Storm, or Tempeſt ; though we read not ſo much as this, 
ofthoſe ancient Times.Only we read of thoſe Times, that ſome 
Creatures were accounted Sacred by the Egyptians, and it was 
not lawful to kill fach ; nay, it was Abomination to ſacrifice 
any ſuch. Or ſuppoſe they had Images of thoſe Gods whom 
they wo:ſhipped, yet Temples were not neceſſary for this ; for, 
as I have thewed before, many fuch, together with Alcars alſo, 
were erected ſub Divo, in the open Air. I will conclude all 
- with that which Alexander ab Alexandro writes in his genial 
days, ib. 4. cap. 7. Perſe nec Deornm imagines babent, nec Templa 
erigunt (erant enim adium ſacrarum & ſimulacrorum- everſores) ſed 
in loco mundo & excelſorum, pracatione Diis vittimas immolant, quod 
# pleriſque ufitatum invenimus. Nam Carmeli Deus colebatur, cu 
nec Templum erat nec ſimulacbrum, ſed ara tantum & djvinus-cultus, 
Fudei mente ſola, unum numen colunt, idea nulla apud eos ſymulachra 
non modo Timplis, fed nec urbibus inſunt.. Germani. quoque nullam 
- bumani ors ſpeciem Diis, pre eorum magnitudine dederum, nec Tem- 
pla dicarunt :' ſed Iucos & nemora Deorum nominibus appellant ; ills 
| welt facra templa wenerantur. And: in. his 2d. Book, cap.2. Nulla 
fieta apud Lycurgum wel pitta imago fuit : quippe hominum aut ani- 
mnalium ſpecies Diis tribut wetuit. Templum wjero in guo colehatur 
deſuper patens foramen habuit, quia nefas duxerunt Terminum Dem 
pacis O juſtitie cuſtodem, ub tefto conſpici, Sic Fowvi, Soli, Lune, 
. Cr Deifidio in aperto mundo, Templa bypethra & ſub dive weteres 
extruxere, quod a Grecis ſept fattitatum novimus, ut. bis Dits by- 
peethratempla conftiruant, ſicut ades Tovis Pubuerii im Attica, ſemper 
me reffo erigebatur. Graci vero Mmerve in ſumma parte adium 
fine victima ſacrificant ;, </Eſculapio in montibus. Apug. Perſss nuylls 
dicabantur templa diis, quia cum ſolem pracipuum numen,& Deorum 
waximum. colant, mundum. unvoerfum. ili Templum. efſe dixerunt. 
A Biba aſurpatur legimus, ut. adoraturi montium cacuming 
conſcendant, & fine templrs Fovem Pappam ſalutent, ſicut Scythe Pap- 
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Phu.” Que etiam Diogenis opmio fuit, qui mundum fanum Dei 
[anFiſſumum exiſtimauit. Fuere autem Termini, atque Fidei Templa 
uxta aedem Fovis optin'ii maximi, in capitolio primum a Numa con- 
ſtrutta, ci ſacrum feſty Terminalibus in agris, ſexto ab urbe mil- 
liario, ſub patente calo-fierrfolebat. © Wirth the Engliſhing of this 
I mean to ſet a period to this Diſcourſe, ec. The Perſians 
have neither Images of Gods, nor do they ere&t Temples 
(rather their courſe was 'to pull down tothe ground Holy Houſes 
and Images) but in a clean Place, in high Places, with Prayers 
they did ſacrifice to the Gods, which we find to have been in 
uſe with many. For at Carme! God was worſhipped, where 
was neither Temple nor Image, but an Altar only, and Divine 
Worſhip. , The Fews in their minds only worſhip One God, 
and therefore with them are no Images, neither in "Tem- 
ples nor in "Cities. The Germans alſo give no ſhape of 
Man to. the Gods, by. reaſon of their Greatneſs, nor dedi- 
cate Temples to them; but Groves and Woods they call 
by the Names of Gods, and they reverence them as holy Tem- 
ples. Lycurgus ordained no painted or graven Image, as who 
forbad to expreſs the Gods in the ſhape of Men, or other Crea- 
tures. And as for the Temple wherein God was worſhipped, 
that was open at the top, as thinking it unlawful that the God 
Terminns, the Preſerver of Peace and Juſtice, ſhould be ſeen: 
under a Roof or Covering. In like fort, Men of ancient Times | 
built Temples to Fupiter, Sol, Luna, and to. Deus Fidins, in the. 
open Air, which they called Hyperbra; as much as tofay, under 
the cope of Heaven; open ; which wasthe Grecians uſual courſe, 
as the Houſe of Fapiter Pulverias in Attics was always without 
a Roof. And the Gracians facrificed to Minerva on the tops of 
their Houſes, without ſlaughter made of any Beaſt ; and to 
eE£ſculapius upon the Hills. Amongſt the Perſians, no Temples 
were conſecrated to the Gods ; beeauſe being of Opinion that 
the Sun was the chief Power Divine, and the greateſt of Gods, 
they ſaid the. whole World was his Temple. We read it to- 
have been the Bithynians Practice, that when they worſhipped, 
they went to the tops of Hills, and there ſaluted Fupiter Pappas 
without any Temple, as the Scythians did Pappans. Such alfo 
was the Opinion of Diegenes, who maintained the World to be. 
the moſt holy Temple. As for the Temples of the God Ter- 
minus, and the God Fides, they were by the Houſes of Fupiter 
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-optimus Maximus, in the Capitol, which were firſt built ; 
by Numa Pompilias 5 to whom Holy (ox, religious) Office was © 
performed on the Terminal Feaſts in th} Field, and undef the 
open Heaven, ſix miles diſtant from the City. . 


IT might add our Learned Antiquary Inzgo Jenw's Opinion, 
concerning that ſtrange Struaure of Stoneheng on Salzbury> 
Plain, that it was originally no 'other than Templum ſub Divo, 
-a Temple all open at che top, (ſuch as are-mentioned by 
Alexander ab Alexandro; ) but b refer the curious to his Book, 
and conclude this firſt Diſſertation. 
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Books ſold by Tho. Parkhurſt at the Bible and Three 
Crowns near Mercers-Chappel. 
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